
March 7-13, 2021 People need the Gospel

Romans 10:11 Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.

Romans 10 Overview: It is vital people get into the house of God, or in this day
and age, listen to the services online when necessary. One will not believe if they
do not have faith. Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
Therefore, it is a must that man, woman, and child hear the preacher preach the
good news. The more they hear the gospel/good news, the more their faith is
increased, and the more the only saving name of Jesus is spoken out of their
mouths.

Focus Verse: Romans 10:14 How then shall they call on Him in whom they
have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have
not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher?

Romans 10 New King James Version
Israel Needs the Gospel
1 Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be
saved. 2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according
to knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to
establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of
God. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.
5 For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of the law, “The man who
does those things shall live by them.” 6 But the righteousness of faith speaks in
this way, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to
bring Christ down from above) 7 or, “ ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is,
to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? “The word is near you,
in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith which we preach): 9
that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that
God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one
believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes on Him will not be put to
shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord
over all is rich to all who call upon Him. 13 For “whoever calls on the name of the
Lord shall be saved.”
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Israel Rejects the Gospel
14 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how
shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear
without a preacher? 15 And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is
written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace,
Who bring glad tidings of good things!” 16 But they have not all obeyed the
gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our report?” 17 So then faith
comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 18 But I say, have they not
heard? Yes indeed: “Their sound has gone out to all the earth, And their words to
the ends of the world.” 19 But I say, did Israel not know? First Moses says: “I will
provoke you to jealousy by those who are not a nation, I will move you to anger by
a foolish nation.” 20 But Isaiah is very bold and says: “I was found by those who
did not seek Me; I was made manifest to those who did not ask for Me.” 21 But to
Israel he says: “All day long I have stretched out My hands to a disobedient and
contrary people.”

Prayer: Father, thank you for your word. I commit to making sure my family
and I are in your church as much as we are able. I am making it a priority to be
in your house, so our faith can be increased, so we can hear your word being
spoken. Lord I ask you to open my heart with understanding, and allow it to
penetrate deep within me so that it would change me. Lord help my family and I
to be in alignment with you and in the body of Christ, so when others come to
your house who have never been there before, will feel the Love of God, and
want to return to hear your word go forth.  Amen.

( )Sunday ( )Monday ( )Tuesday ( )Wednesday ( )Thursday ( )Friday ( )Saturday

NOTES
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March 14-20, 2021 Repentance is necessary to live in Christ.

"It doesn’t take much effort to do what everyone else is doing. A dead fish can
float downstream; it takes a live one to swim upstream. It’s easy to be common.

The pressure comes when you decide to be uncommon."

2 Corinthians 7 Overview: Paul wasn’t speaking to Corinth to condemn them, but
he wanted them to open their hearts so they could live and die together in the
spirit. Sometimes when we see our brothers and sisters sinning, and we speak
truth to them, it may bring sorrow, however if it leads them to repentance it is
Godly sorrow. We of course should be prayed up and speak only the words we feel
led to speak.

Focus Verse: 2 Corinthians 7:10 For godly sorrow produces repentance
leading to salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the world
produces death.

2 Corinthians 7 New King James Version
The Corinthians’ Repentance
1 Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 2 Open
your hearts to us. We have wronged no one, we have corrupted no one, we have
cheated no one. 3 I do not say this to condemn; for I have said before that you are
in our hearts, to die together and to live together. 4 Great is my boldness of
speech toward you, great is my boasting on your behalf. I am filled with comfort. I
am exceedingly joyful in all our tribulation. 5 For indeed, when we came to
Macedonia, our bodies had no rest, but we were troubled on every side. Outside
were conflicts, inside were fears. 6 Nevertheless God, who comforts the downcast,
comforted us by the coming of Titus, 7 and not only by his coming, but also by the
consolation with which he was comforted in you, when he told us of your earnest
desire, your mourning, your zeal for me, so that I rejoiced even more. 8 For even if
I made you sorry with my letter, I do not regret it; though I did regret it. For I
perceive that the same epistle made you sorry, though only for a while. 9 Now I
rejoice, not that you were made sorry, but that your sorrow led to repentance. For
you were made sorry in a godly manner, that you might suffer loss from us in
nothing. 10 For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be
regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces death.
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11 For observe this very thing, that you sorrowed in a godly manner: What
diligence it produced in you, what clearing of yourselves, what indignation, what
fear, what vehement desire, what zeal, what vindication! In all things you proved
yourselves to be clear in this matter. 12 Therefore, although I wrote to you, I did
not do it for the sake of him who had done the wrong, nor for the sake of him who
suffered wrong, but that our care for you in the sight of God might appear to you.

The Joy of Titus
13 Therefore we have been comforted in your comfort. And we rejoiced
exceedingly more for the joy of Titus, because his spirit has been refreshed by you
all. 14 For if in anything I have boasted to him about you, I am not ashamed. But
as we spoke all things to you in truth, even so our boasting to Titus was found
true. 15 And his affections are greater for you as he remembers the obedience of
you all, how with fear and trembling you received him. 16 Therefore I rejoice that I
have confidence in you in everything.

Prayer: Lord thank you for listening to me,forgiving me and for your mercy.
Thank you for showing me my shortcomings, my character defects, the things
that are not of you! Thank you for loving me even when I couldn't love myself.

( )Sunday ( )Monday ( )Tuesday ( )Wednesday ( )Thursday ( )Friday ( )Saturday

NOTES
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March 21-27, 2021 Love and Obey

"God loves each of us as if there were only one of us” - Augustine

1 Peter 3 Overview: Suffering is God’s plan for our lives. It is better to Suffer in
well doing than in evil doing. Obviously, it is not the will of God that we suffer in
wrongdoing. All suffering is good for Christians but undeserved suffering makes us
partners in Christ. Philippians 3:10 says that I may know Him and the power of His
resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.
Dying out to ourselves, (Our fleshly nature) and being resurrected in the spirit is
great fellowship with our Lord.

Focus Verse: 1 Peter 3:17 For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye
suffer for well doing, than for evil doing.

1 Peter 3 New King James Version
Submission to Husbands
1 Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do not
obey the word, they, without a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives, 2
when they observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear. 3 Do not let your
adornment be merely outward—arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on
fine apparel— 4 rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the
incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight
of God. 5 For in this manner, in former times, the holy women who trusted in God
also adorned themselves, being submissive to their own husbands, 6 as Sarah
obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, whose daughters you are if you do good and
are not afraid with any terror.

A Word to Husbands
7 Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the
wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life, that
your prayers may not be hindered.

Called to Blessing
8 Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love as
brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous; 9 not returning evil for evil or reviling
for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this,
that you may inherit a blessing. 10 For “He who would love life And see good days,
Let him refrain his tongue from evil, And his lips from speaking deceit. 11 Let him
turn away from evil and do good; Let him seek peace and pursue it.
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12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, And His ears are open to their
prayers; But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”

Suffering for Right and Wrong
13 And who is he who will harm you if you become followers of what is good? 14
But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you are blessed. “And do not
be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled.” 15 But sanctify the Lord God in your
hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason
for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; 16 having a good conscience,
that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in
Christ may be ashamed. 17 For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer for doing
good than for doing evil.

Christ’s Suffering and Ours
18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit, 19 by
whom also He went and preached to the spirits in prison, 20 who formerly were
disobedient, ]when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah,
while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved
through water. 21 There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the
removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward
God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is
at the right hand of God, angels and authorities and powers having been made
subject to Him.

Prayer: Father, thank you for your word and for laying the path down before us.
Thank you for suffering with us and always being there with us. Jesus, help me
to see when I am suffering it is your will. Help me to keep the right attitude even
through the pain and the tears. Thank you for always being there and giving me
peace that surpasses all understanding in the moments when things do not
make any sense. In your wonderful and glorious name, amen.

( )Sunday ( )Monday ( )Tuesday ( )Wednesday ( )Thursday ( )Friday ( )Saturday
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March 28-April 3, 2021 Lame Man Healed

"We are all faced with a series of great opportunities brilliantly disguised as
impossible situations." - Chuck Swindoll

Acts 3 Overview: Peter and John go to the temple at the gate Beautiful. A man
lame from birth was begging at the gate. Peter said (to the lame man) “ silver and
gold I do not have, but what I have I give you, in the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, walk. " Peter took his right hand, helped him up and immediately his
feet and ankles became strong. He (the man) went to the temple walking, jumping
and praising God (he was with Peter and John walking to the temple.) The crowd
recognized the man and were filled with wonder and amazement.
Peter and John preached to the people about the Messiah Jesus Christ. The
people thought it was through human effort that the man was healed, Peter told
them it was through faith in Jesus. Jesus healed the lame man.

Focus Verse: Acts 3:19 Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins
may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the
presence of the Lord.

Acts 3 New King James Version
A Lame Man Healed
1 Now Peter and John went up together to the temple at the hour of prayer, the
ninth hour. 2 And a certain man lame from his mother’s womb was carried, whom
they laid daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms from
those who entered the temple; 3 who, seeing Peter and John about to go into the
temple, asked for alms. 4 And fixing his eyes on him, with John, Peter said, “Look
at us.” 5 So he gave them his attention, expecting to receive something from
them. 6 Then Peter said, “Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have I give
you: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.” 7 And he took him
by the right hand and lifted him up, and immediately his feet and ankle bones
received strength. 8 So he, leaping up, stood and walked and entered the temple
with them—walking, leaping, and praising God. 9 And all the people saw him
walking and praising God. 10 Then they knew that it was he who sat begging alms
at the Beautiful Gate of the temple; and they were filled with wonder and
amazement at what had happened to him.
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Preaching in Solomon’s Portico
11 Now as the lame man who was healed held on to Peter and John, all the
people ran together to them in the porch which is called Solomon’s, greatly
amazed. 12 So when Peter saw it, he responded to the people: “Men of Israel,
why do you marvel at this? Or why look so intently at us, as though by our own
power or godliness we had made this man walk? 13 The God of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified His Servant Jesus, whom you delivered
up and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let Him go.
14 But you denied the Holy One and the Just, and asked for a murderer to be
granted to you, 15 and killed the Prince of life, whom God raised from the dead, of
which we are witnesses. 16 And His name, through faith in His name, has made
this man strong, whom you see and know. Yes, the faith which comes through Him
has given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all. 17 “Yet now,
brethren, I know that you did it in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 But those
things which God foretold by the mouth of all His prophets, that the Christ would
suffer, He has thus fulfilled. 19 Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins
may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of
the Lord, 20 and that He may send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before,
21 whom heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all things, which
God has spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began. 22
For Moses truly said to the fathers, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a
Prophet like me from your brethren. Him you shall hear in all things, whatever He
says to you. 23 And it shall be that every soul who will not hear that Prophet shall
be utterly destroyed from among the people.’ 24 Yes, and all the prophets, from
Samuel and those who follow, as many as have spoken, have also foretold these
days. 25 You are sons of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with
our fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your seed all the families of the earth shall
be blessed.’ 26 To you first, God, having raised up His Servant Jesus, sent Him to
bless you, in turning away every one of you from your iniquities.”

Prayer: Father, may we pray to you about our needs: physical, mental,
emotional, financial, relational in any kind of need. You are always there to help
us. Amen.

( )Sunday ( )Monday ( )Tuesday ( )Wednesday ( )Thursday ( )Friday ( )Saturday

NOTES
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April 4-10, 2021 Victory Over Death

"There is not a single thing that Jesus cannot change, control, and conquer
because he is the living Lord." - Franklin Graham

1 Corinthians 15 Overview: Eyewitnesses to the resurrection of Jesus, Cephas, 12
Apostles, 500 men, James and then to Paul. Your faith is in vain if Christ be not
raised. In Adam all died and in Christ all are made alive. The Last Enemy to be
destroyed is death. All things are subdued to the Son, then the Son subjects
himself to God, that God may be all in all. The first man Adam was a living soul,
the last Adam was a quickening spirit. Death is swallowed up in Victory. “O death,
where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin, and the
strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, which gives us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Focus Verse: 1 Corinthians 15:57  But thanks be to God, who gives us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 15 New King James Version
The Risen Christ, Faith’s Reality
1Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which
also you received and in which you stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you
hold fast that word which I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 3 For I
delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again the
third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that He was seen by Cephas, then by
the twelve. 6 After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of
whom the greater part remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep. 7 After
that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles. 8 Then last of all He was seen
by me also, as by one born out of due time. 9 For I am the least of the apostles,
who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of
God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not
in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of
God which was with me. 11 Therefore, whether it was I or they, so we preach and
so you believed.
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The Risen Christ, Our Hope
12 Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised from the dead, how do some
among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no
resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not risen. 14 And if Christ is not risen, then
our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty. 15 Yes, and we are found false
witnesses of God, because we have testified of God that He raised up Christ,
whom He did not raise up—if in fact the dead do not rise. 16 For if the dead do
not rise, then Christ is not risen. 17 And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile;
you are still in your sins! 18 Then also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have
perished. 19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most
pitiable.

The Last Enemy Destroyed
20 But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those
who have fallen asleep. 21 For since by man came death, by Man also came the
resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be
made alive. 23 But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward
those who are Christ’s at His coming. 24 Then comes the end, when He delivers
the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority
and power. 25 For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet. 26 The
last enemy that will be destroyed is death. 27 For “He has put all things under His
feet.” But when He says “all things are put under Him,” it is evident that He who
put all things under Him is excepted. 28 Now when all things are made subject to
Him, then the Son Himself will also be subject to Him who put all things under
Him, that God may be all in all.

Effects of Denying the Resurrection
29 Otherwise, what will they do who are baptized for the dead, if the dead do not
rise at all? Why then are they baptized for the dead? 30 And why do we stand in
jeopardy every hour? 31 I affirm, by the boasting in you which I have in Christ
Jesus our Lord, I die daily. 32 If, in the manner of men, I have fought with beasts at
Ephesus, what advantage is it to me? If the dead do not rise, “Let us eat and drink,
for tomorrow we die!” 33 Do not be deceived: “Evil company corrupts good
habits.” 34 Awake to righteousness, and do not sin; for some do not have the
knowledge of God. I speak this to your shame.
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A Glorious Body
35 But someone will say, “How are the dead raised up? And with what body do
they come?” 36 Foolish one, what you sow is not made alive unless it dies. 37 And
what you sow, you do not sow that body that shall be, but mere grain—perhaps
wheat or some other grain. 38 But God gives it a body as He pleases, and to each
seed its own body. 39 All flesh is not the same flesh, but there is one kind of flesh
of men, another flesh of animals, another of fish, and another of birds. 40 There
are also celestial bodies and terrestrial bodies; but the glory of the celestial is one,
and the glory of the terrestrial is another. 41 There is one glory of the sun, another
glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for one star differs from another
star in glory. 42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in
corruption, it is raised in incorruption. 43 It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory.
It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. 44 It is sown a natural body, it is raised
a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. 45 And so it
is written, “The first man Adam became a living being.” The last Adam became a
life-giving spirit. 46 However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural, and
afterward the spiritual. 47 The first man was of the earth, made of dust; the
second Man is the Lord from heaven. 48 As was the man of dust, so also are those
who are made of dust; and as is the heavenly Man, so also are those who are
heavenly. 49 And as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also
bear the image of the heavenly Man.

Our Final Victory
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of
God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed— 52 in a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on
incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible
has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be
brought to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 55
“O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory?” 56 The sting of
death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren,
be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that
your labor is not in vain in the Lord.
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Prayer: Father, I thank you that Christ died for my sins and that he was buried,
that he rose again the third day, and that she is coming again in great glory to
take me home. All men.

( )Sunday ( )Monday ( )Tuesday ( )Wednesday ( )Thursday ( )Friday ( )Saturday

NOTES
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April 11-17, 2021 Believers have Heavenly Bodies

"God will meet you where you are in order to take you
where He wants you to go."   Tony Evans

2 Corinthians 5 Overview: We know that when these bodies of ours (which are
like tents) are folded away (we die) they will be replaced with resurrection bodies
in heaven and we'll never have to relocate our tents again. The Spirit of God whets
our appetite by giving us a taste of what's ahead. He puts a little of Heaven in our
hearts so that will never settle for less. We are ambassadors for Christ.

Focus Verse: 2nd Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a
new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have
become new.

2 Corinthians 5 New King James Version
Assurance of the Resurrection
1 For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building
from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this we
groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven,
3 if indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found naked. 4 For we who are in
this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but
further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life. 5 Now He who has
prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a
guarantee. 6 So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in
the body we are absent from the Lord. 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 We
are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be
present with the Lord.

The Judgment Seat of Christ
9 Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well pleasing to
Him. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one
may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether
good or bad. 11 Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but
we are well known to God, and I also trust are well known in your consciences.
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Be Reconciled to God
12 For we do not commend ourselves again to you, but give you opportunity to
boast on our behalf, that you may have an answer for those who boast in
appearance and not in heart. 13 For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; or if
we are of sound mind, it is for you. 14 For the love of Christ compels us, because
we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all died; 15 and He died for all, that
those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for
them and rose again. 16 Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to
the flesh. Even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we
know Him thus no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation;
old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. 18 Now all
things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has
given us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 that is, that God was in Christ
reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has
committed to us the word of reconciliation. 20 Now then, we are ambassadors for
Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s
behalf, be reconciled to God. 21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for
us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

Prayer: Father, thank you that we will have heavenly bodies. May we be faithful
ambassadors for you. Amen.

( )Sunday ( )Monday ( )Tuesday ( )Wednesday ( )Thursday ( )Friday ( )Saturday

NOTES
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April 18-24, 2021 Priesthood of Jesus

God’s work done in God’s way will never lack God’s supplies." - Hudson Taylor

Hebrews 5 Overview: Melchizedek, priest of God, is compared with the
priesthood of Jesus. The priest has to offer sacrifices for his own sins as well as
those men and women he represents. Jesus learned obedience through suffering.
God declares Jesus as a priest after the order of Melchizedek. The people who
follow Jesus, they should be teachers about Jesus. The author says that they are
babes in the faith and need to relearn the basics of the faith. Milk is for babes in
Christ. Solid food is for the mature in Christ.

Focus Verse: Hebrews 5:6 So we are always confident, knowing that while
we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord.

2 Corinthians 5 New King James Version
Assurance of the Resurrection
1 For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building
from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this we
groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven,
3 if indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found naked. 4 For we who are in
this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but
further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life. 5 Now He who has
prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a
guarantee. 6 So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in
the body we are absent from the Lord. 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 We
are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be
present with the Lord.

The Judgment Seat of Christ
9 Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well pleasing to
Him. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one
may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether
good or bad. 11 Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but
we are well known to God, and I also trust are well known in your consciences.
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Be Reconciled to God
12 For we do not commend ourselves again to you, but give you opportunity to
boast on our behalf, that you may have an answer for those who boast in
appearance and not in heart. 13 For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; or if
we are of sound mind, it is for you. 14 For the love of Christ compels us, because
we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all died; 15 and He died for all, that
those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for
them and rose again. 16 Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to
the flesh. Even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we
know Him thus no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation;
old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. 18 Now all
things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has
given us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 that is, that God was in Christ
reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has
committed to us the word of reconciliation. 20 Now then, we are ambassadors for
Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s
behalf, be reconciled to God. 21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for
us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

Prayer: Father, may we grow from baby Christians into mature Christians no
longer feeding on milk, but on solid food. Amen.

( )Sunday ( )Monday ( )Tuesday ( )Wednesday ( )Thursday ( )Friday ( )Saturday

NOTES
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April 25-May 1, 2021 Saul is Converted

"What, then, shall we say in response? If God is for us, who can be against us?"
Romans 8:31

Acts 9 Overview: Saul is sent from Jerusalem to Damascus to bring the Christians
bound back to Jerusalem. On the road to Damascus Saul is blinded by the Lord
and converted. The Lord tells Ananias to go to Saul and baptize him. Saul receives
his sight. The Jews wanted to kill Saul, and the disciples by night let Saul down in a
basket over the city wall. When Saul gets to Jerusalem he tries to join the
disciples, but they are afraid of him. Barnabas introduces Saul to the disciples and
they accept him. Saul spoke boldly about the Lord Jesus and the Grecians wanted
to kill him. The brethren learn of this and send Saul to Caesarea and then to
Tarsus. Peter goes to visit many churches. In Lydda he still sees a man named
Aeneas who has been in bed eight years. Peter says Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals
you. Get up and make your bed. Aeneas is immediately healed and the entire
town knew God was alive and active. In the town of Joppa a disciple named
Tabitha had died. Peter was in a nearby town and two men were sent from Joppa
to Lydda. They asked Peter to come to Joppa. Immediately Peter went with the
men. Peter said to her, Tabitha get up! She sat up and Peter presented her alive to
those there. She was known for the clothes she sewed, doing good and helping
out. When the town found out that Tabitha was alive many in the town put their
trust in Jesus.

Focus Verse: Acts 9:15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen
vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of
Israel.

Acts 9 New King James Version
The Damascus Road: Saul Converted
1 Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord,
went to the high priest 2 and asked letters from him to the synagogues of
Damascus, so that if he found any who were of the Way, whether men or women,
he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 As he journeyed he came near
Damascus, and suddenly a light shone around him from heaven.
4 Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are
you persecuting Me?”
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5 And he said, “Who are You, Lord?” Then the Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you
are persecuting. It is hard for you to kick against the goads.” 6 So he, trembling
and astonished, said, “Lord, what do You want me to do?” Then the Lord said to
him, “Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” 7 And the
men who journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice but seeing no one.
8 Then Saul arose from the ground, and when his eyes were opened he saw no
one. But they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9 And he was
three days without sight, and neither ate nor drank.

Ananias Baptizes Saul
10 Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus named Ananias; and to him the
Lord said in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 So the Lord said
to him, “Arise and go to the street called Straight, and inquire at the house of
Judas for one called Saul of Tarsus, for behold, he is praying. 12 And in a vision he
has seen a man named Ananias coming in and putting his hand on him, so that he
might receive his sight.” 13 Then Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from
many about this man, how much harm he has done to Your saints in Jerusalem. 14
And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on Your
name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear
My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel. 16 For I will show him
how many things he must suffer for My name’s sake.” 17 And Ananias went his
way and entered the house; and laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul,
the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me that
you may receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately
there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he received his sight at once;
and he arose and was baptized. 19 So when he had received food, he was
strengthened. Then Saul spent some days with the disciples at Damascus.

Saul Preaches Christ
20 Immediately he preached the Christ in the synagogues, that He is the Son of
God. 21 Then all who heard were amazed, and said, “Is this not he who destroyed
those who called on this name in Jerusalem, and has come here for that purpose,
so that he might bring them bound to the chief priests?” 22 But Saul increased all
the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who dwelt in Damascus, proving
that this Jesus is the Christ.
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Saul Escapes Death
23 Now after many days were past, the Jews plotted to kill him. 24 But their plot
became known to Saul. And they watched the gates day and night, to kill him. 25
Then the disciples took him by night and let him down through the wall in a large
basket.

Saul at Jerusalem
26 And when Saul had come to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples; but they
were all afraid of him, and did not believe that he was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas
took him and brought him to the apostles. And he declared to them how he had
seen the Lord on the road, and that He had spoken to him, and how he had
preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus. 28 So he was with them at
Jerusalem, coming in and going out. 29 And he spoke boldly in the name of the
Lord Jesus and disputed against the Hellenists, but they attempted to kill him. 30
When the brethren found out, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him
out to Tarsus.

The Church Prospers
31 Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and
were edified. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy
Spirit, they were multiplied.

Aeneas Healed
32 Now it came to pass, as Peter went through all parts of the country, that he
also came down to the saints who dwelt in Lydda. 33 There he found a certain
man named Aeneas, who had been bedridden eight years and was paralyzed. 34
And Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus the Christ heals you. Arise and make your
bed.” Then he arose immediately. 35 So all who dwelt at Lydda and Sharon saw
him and turned to the Lord.

Dorcas Restored to Life
36 At Joppa there was a certain disciple named Tabitha, which is translated
Dorcas. This woman was full of good works and charitable deeds which she did. 37
But it happened in those days that she became sick and died. When they had
washed her, they laid her in an upper room. 38 And since Lydda was near Joppa,
and the disciples had heard that Peter was there, they sent two men to him,
imploring him not to delay in coming to them.
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39 Then Peter arose and went with them. When he had come, they brought him
to the upper room. And all the widows stood by him weeping, showing the tunics
and garments which Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40 But Peter put
them all out, and knelt down and prayed. And turning to the body he said,
“Tabitha, arise.” And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. 41
Then he gave her his hand and lifted her up; and when he had called the saints
and widows, he presented her alive. 42 And it became known throughout all
Joppa, and many believed on the Lord. 43 So it was that he stayed many days in
Joppa with Simon, a tanner.

Prayer: Father, may we be faithful witnesses to you that many persons come to
personally believe in you. Amen

( )Sunday ( )Monday ( )Tuesday ( )Wednesday ( )Thursday ( )Friday ( )Saturday

NOTES
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May 2-8, 2021 Hear and Obey

"I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength." - Philippians 4:13

Luke 11 Overview: When Jesus finished praying, one of the disciples said,
“Master, teach us to pray just as John taught his disciples." Jesus teaches them
the Lord's Prayer. “Ask, and you will get. Seek and you will find. Knock and the
door will be open.” Be direct. Ask for what you need. “And don't you think the
Father who conceived you in love will give the Holy Spirit when you ask Him?” If
you are not for Jesus, you are against him. Jesus said, ”Blessed rather are those
who hear the word of God and Obey it."Jesus said, “this is a wicked generation. It
asked for a sign, but none will be given it except the sign of Jonah. Now something
greater than Jonah is here.” "Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eyes
are healthy your whole body also is full of light. "You experts in the law, woe to
you, because you load people down with burdens they can hardly carry, and you
yourselves will not lift one finger to help them."

Focus Verse: Luke 11:13 If you then, being evil, know how to give good
gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the
Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!”

Luke 11 New King James Version
The Model Prayer
1 Now it came to pass, as He was praying in a certain place, when He ceased, that
one of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his
disciples.” 2 So He said to them, “When you pray, say:
Our Father in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name.
Your kingdom come.
Your will be done
On earth as it is in heaven.
3 Give us day by day our daily bread.
4 And forgive us our sins,
For we also forgive everyone who is indebted to us.
And do not lead us into temptation,
But deliver us from the evil one.”
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A Friend Comes at Midnight
5 And He said to them, “Which of you shall have a friend, and go to him at
midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves; 6 for a friend of mine has
come to me on his journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; 7 and he will
answer from within and say, ‘Do not trouble me; the door is now shut, and my
children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give to you’? 8 I say to you, though
he will not rise and give to him because he is his friend, yet because of his
persistence he will rise and give him as many as he needs.

Keep Asking, Seeking, Knocking
9 “So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock,
and it will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and he who
seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. 11 If a son asks for bread
from any father among you, will he give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will
he give him a serpent instead of a fish? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer
him a scorpion? 13 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those
who ask Him!”

A House Divided Cannot Stand
14 And He was casting out a demon, and it was mute. So it was, when the demon
had gone out, that the mute spoke; and the multitudes marveled. 15 But some of
them said, “He casts out demons by Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons.” 16
Others, testing Him, sought from Him a sign from heaven. 17 But He, knowing
their thoughts, said to them: “Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to
desolation, and a house divided against a house falls. 18 If Satan also is divided
against himself, how will his kingdom stand? Because you say I cast out demons by
Beelzebub. 19 And if I cast out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your sons cast
them out? Therefore they will be your judges. 20 But if I cast out demons with the
finger of God, surely the kingdom of God has come upon you. 21 When a strong
man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are in peace. 22 But when a
stronger than he comes upon him and overcomes him, he takes from him all his
armor in which he trusted, and divides his spoils. 23 He who is not with Me is
against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters.
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An Unclean Spirit Returns
24 “When an unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes through dry places,
seeking rest; and finding none, he says, ‘I will return to my house from which I
came.’ 25 And when he comes, he finds it swept and put in order. 26 Then he goes
and takes with him seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter
and dwell there; and the last state of that man is worse than the first.”

Keeping the Word
27 And it happened, as He spoke these things, that a certain woman from the
crowd raised her voice and said to Him, “Blessed is the womb that bore You, and
the breasts which nursed You!” 28 But He said, “More than that, blessed are those
who hear the word of God and keep it!”

Seeking a Sign
29 And while the crowds were thickly gathered together, He began to say, “This is
an evil generation. It seeks a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of
Jonah the prophet. 30 For as Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites, so also the Son
of Man will be to this generation. 31 The queen of the South will rise up in the
judgment with the men of this generation and condemn them, for she came from
the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and indeed a greater than
Solomon is here. 32 The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with this
generation and condemn it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and
indeed a greater than Jonah is here.

The Lamp of the Body
33 “No one, when he has lit a lamp, puts it in a secret place or under a basket, but
on a lampstand, that those who come in may see the light. 34 The lamp of the
body is the eye. Therefore, when your eye is good, your whole body also is full of
light. But when your eye is bad, your body also is full of darkness. 35 Therefore
take heed that the light which is in you is not darkness. 36 If then your whole body
is full of light, having no part dark, the whole body will be full of light, as when the
bright shining of a lamp gives you light.”

Woe to the Pharisees and Lawyers
37 And as He spoke, a certain Pharisee asked Him to dine with him. So He went in
and sat down to eat. 38 When the Pharisee saw it, he marveled that He had not
first washed before dinner.
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39 Then the Lord said to him, “Now you Pharisees make the outside of the cup
and dish clean, but your inward part is full of greed and wickedness. 40 Foolish
ones! Did not He who made the outside make the inside also? 41 But rather give
alms of such things as you have; then indeed all things are clean to you. 42 “But
woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and all manner of herbs, and
pass by justice and the love of God. These you ought to have done, without
leaving the others undone. 43 Woe to you Pharisees! For you love the best seats
in the synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces. 44 Woe to you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like graves which are not seen, and the men
who walk over them are not aware of them.” 45 Then one of the lawyers
answered and said to Him, “Teacher, by saying these things You reproach us also.”
46 And He said, “Woe to you also, lawyers! For you load men with burdens hard to
bear, and you yourselves do not touch the burdens with one of your fingers. 47
Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the prophets, and your fathers killed
them. 48 In fact, you bear witness that you approve the deeds of your fathers; for
they indeed killed them, and you build their tombs. 49 Therefore the wisdom of
God also said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles, and some of them they will
kill and persecute,’ 50 that the blood of all the prophets which was shed from the
foundation of the world may be required of this generation, 51 from the blood of
Abel to the blood of Zechariah who perished between the altar and the temple.
Yes, I say to you, it shall be required of this generation. 52 “Woe to you lawyers!
For you have taken away the key of knowledge. You did not enter in yourselves,
and those who were entering in you hindered.” 53 And as He said these things to
them, the scribes and the Pharisees began to assail Him vehemently, and to
cross-examine Him about many things, 54 lying in wait for Him, and seeking to
catch Him in something He might say, that they might accuse Him.

Prayer: Father, l thank you that you will give us the Holy Spirit and that we can
hear and obey your word. Amen.

( )Sunday ( )Monday ( )Tuesday ( )Wednesday ( )Thursday ( )Friday ( )Saturday

NOTES
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May 9-15, 2021 Jesus Performs Miracles

“There is no one who is insignificant in the purpose of God." - Alistair Begg

Matthew 9 Overvieew: Narrative about Jesus' ministry in Galilee as he ministers
to the public, working miracles, and going through all the cities and towns of the
area, preaching the gospel, and healing every disease. He addresses fasting. He
also restores a young girl to life and heals a woman , two blind men, a mute man
and sends out laborers into His Harvest.

Focus Verse: Matthew 9:13 But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire
mercy and not sacrifice.’ For I did not come to call the righteous, but
sinners to repentance.”

Matthew 9 New King James Version
Jesus Forgives and Heals a Paralytic
1 So He got into a boat, crossed over, and came to His own city. 2 Then behold,
they brought to Him a paralytic lying on a bed. When Jesus saw their faith, He said
to the paralytic, “Son, be of good cheer; your sins are forgiven you.” 3 And at once
some of the scribes said within themselves, “This Man blasphemes!” 4 But Jesus,
knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts? 5 For which is
easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Arise and walk’? 6 But that
you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins”—then He
said to the paralytic, “Arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.” 7 And he
arose and departed to his house. 8 Now when the multitudes saw it, they
marveled and glorified God, who had given such power to men.

Matthew the Tax Collector
9 As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax
office. And He said to him, “Follow Me.” So he arose and followed Him. 10 Now it
happened, as Jesus sat at the table in the house, that behold, many tax collectors
and sinners came and sat down with Him and His disciples. 11 And when the
Pharisees saw it, they said to His disciples, “Why does your Teacher eat with tax
collectors and sinners?” 12 When Jesus heard that, He said to them, “Those who
are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13 But go and learn
what this means: ‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice.’ For I did not come to call the
righteous, but sinners, to repentance.”
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Jesus Is Questioned About Fasting
14 Then the disciples of John came to Him, saying, “Why do we and the Pharisees
fast often, but Your disciples do not fast?” 15 And Jesus said to them, “Can the
friends of the bridegroom mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them? But the
days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them, and then they
will fast. 16 No one puts a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; for the
patch pulls away from the garment, and the tear is made worse. 17 Nor do they
put new wine into old wineskins, or else the wineskins break, the wine is spilled,
and the wineskins are ruined. But they put new wine into new wineskins, and
both are preserved.”

A Girl Restored to Life and a Woman Healed
18 While He spoke these things to them, behold, a ruler came and worshiped Him,
saying, “My daughter has just died, but come and lay Your hand on her and she
will live.” 19 So Jesus arose and followed him, and so did His disciples. 20 And
suddenly, a woman who had a flow of blood for twelve years came from behind
and touched the hem of His garment. 21 For she said to herself, “If only I may
touch His garment, I shall be made well.” 22 But Jesus turned around, and when
He saw her He said, “Be of good cheer, daughter; your faith has made you well.”
And the woman was made well from that hour. 23 When Jesus came into the
ruler’s house, and saw the flute players and the noisy crowd wailing, 24 He said to
them, “Make room, for the girl is not dead, but sleeping.” And they ridiculed Him.
25 But when the crowd was put outside, He went in and took her by the hand,
and the girl arose. 26 And the report of this went out into all that land.

Two Blind Men Healed
27 When Jesus departed from there, two blind men followed Him, crying out and
saying, “Son of David, have mercy on us!” 28 And when He had come into the
house, the blind men came to Him. And Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that I
am able to do this?” They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.” 29 Then He touched their eyes,
saying, “According to your faith let it be to you.” 30 And their eyes were opened.
And Jesus sternly warned them, saying, “See that no one knows it.” 31 But when
they had departed, they spread the news about Him in all that country.

A Mute Man Speaks
32 As they went out, behold, they brought to Him a man, mute and
demon-possessed.
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33 And when the demon was cast out, the mute spoke. And the multitudes
marveled, saying, “It was never seen like this in Israel!” 34 But the Pharisees said,
“He casts out demons by the ruler of the demons.”

The Compassion of Jesus
35 Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues,
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every
disease among the people. 36 But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved
with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep
having no shepherd. 37 Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest truly is
plentiful, but the laborers are few. 38 Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to
send out laborers into His harvest.”

Prayer: Father may we always be laborers in your Harvest. Amen.

( )Sunday ( )Monday ( )Tuesday ( )Wednesday ( )Thursday ( )Friday ( )Saturday

NOTES
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May 16-22, 2021 Staying On Track

Righteousness is by faith (v17) and salvation is by righteousness (v16)

John Wesley

Romans 1 Overview: The gospel is the power of God for salvation for all who
believe. Righteousness from God is revealed in the gospel, and the righteous will
live by faith. Living by faith is not only an attitude of trust in the presence of God
but also to surrender your entire life to God, abandoning your own desires and
becoming a servant because everything you have, including your existence, is a
grace, a gift. People know there is a God but choose not to glorify or thank Him for
his benefits and became chose to worship idols (anything except God...money,
sex, things, etc.) (vs 24-31). God withdrew his grace to those and also to those
who have pleasure in those who practice them.

Focus Verse Romans 1:17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed
from faith to faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by faith.”

Romans 1 New King James Version
Greeting
1 Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to the
gospel of God 2 which He promised before through His prophets in the Holy
Scriptures, 3 concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed
of David according to the flesh, 4 and declared to be the Son of God with power
according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead. 5 Through
Him we have received grace and apostleship for obedience to the faith among all
nations for His name, 6 among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ; 7 To
all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Desire to Visit Rome
8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of
throughout the whole world. 9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit
in the gospel of His Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you always in my
prayers, 10 making request if, by some means, now at last I may find a way in the
will of God to come to you. 11 For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some
spiritual gift, so that you may be established—
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12 that is, that I may be encouraged together with you by the mutual faith both of
you and me. 13 Now I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that I often
planned to come to you (but was hindered until now), that I might have some fruit
among you also, just as among the other Gentiles. 14 I am a debtor both to Greeks
and to barbarians, both to wise and to unwise. 15 So, as much as is in me, I am
ready to preach the gospel to you who are in Rome also.

The Just Live by Faith
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to
salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 17
For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written,
“The just shall live by faith.”

God’s Wrath on Unrighteousness
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because
what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 20
For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so
that they are without excuse, 21 because, although they knew God, they did not
glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and
their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools,
23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like
corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things. 24
Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to
dishonor their bodies among themselves, 25 who exchanged the truth of God for
the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is
blessed forever. Amen. 26 For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For
even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. 27
Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust
for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in
themselves the penalty of their error which was due. 28 And even as they did not
like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to
do those things which are not fitting; 29 being filled with all unrighteousness,
sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder,
strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, 30 backbiters, haters of God,
violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents,
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31 undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; 32 who,
knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are
deserving of death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practice
them.

Prayer: God, help us to give our lives totally up to you in praise, obedience,
worship, in ALL things. We thank you soooo much for your love and grace in our
lives.We give you all the honor and glory!

( )Sunday ( )Monday ( )Tuesday ( )Wednesday ( )Thursday ( )Friday ( )Saturday
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May 23-29, 2021 Love and Faith

Faith in Christ and love to Him should unite saints more closely than any
outward relation can unite the people of the world. - Matthew Henry

Philemon Overview: This book is a striking analogy to the redemption story of the
Gospel. Paul pleads with Philemon to forgive Onesimus and to restore him beyond
his original position as a slave. Now he can be a Christian brother, useful to all
members of the church Philemon is reminded of his debt to Paul. But still Paul
offers to repay for any loss of Philemon’s. Tradition reveals that Philemon uses this
opportunity to free Onesimus. This allows Onesimus to return to assist Paul and to
eventually rise to the rank of bishop in the church of Ephesus. God forgave us our
sins so we need to forgive others in the same way God forgives us, and encourage
each other.

Philemon 1:4 & 5 I thank my God, making mention of you always in my
prayers, hearing of your love and faith which you have toward the Lord
Jesus and toward all the saints.

Philemon New King James Version
Greeting
1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, to Philemon our
beloved friend and fellow laborer, 2 to the beloved Apphia, Archippus our fellow
soldier, and to the church in your house: 3 Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Philemon’s Love and Faith
4 I thank my God, making mention of you always in my prayers, 5 hearing of your
love and faith which you have toward the Lord Jesus and toward all the saints, 6
that the sharing of your faith may become effective by the acknowledgment of
every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus. 7 For we have great joy and
consolation in your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed by
you, brother.

The Plea for Onesimus
8 Therefore, though I might be very bold in Christ to command you what is fitting,
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9 yet for love’s sake I rather appeal to you—being such a one as Paul, the aged,
and now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ— 10 I appeal to you for my son Onesimus,
whom I have begotten while in my chains, 11 who once was unprofitable to you,
but now is profitable to you and to me. 12 I am sending him back. You therefore
receive him, that is, my own heart, 13 whom I wished to keep with me, that on
your behalf he might minister to me in my chains for the gospel. 14 But without
your consent I wanted to do nothing, that your good deed might not be by
compulsion, as it were, but voluntary. 15 For perhaps he departed for a while for
this purpose, that you might receive him forever, 16 no longer as a slave but more
than a slave—a beloved brother, especially to me but how much more to you,
both in the flesh and in the Lord.

Philemon’s Obedience Encouraged
17 If then you count me as a partner, receive him as you would me. 18 But if he
has wronged you or owes anything, put that on my account. 19 I, Paul, am writing
with my own hand. I will repay—not to mention to you that you owe me even
your own self besides. 20 Yes, brother, let me have joy from you in the Lord;
refresh my heart in the Lord. 21 Having confidence in your obedience, I write to
you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 22 But, meanwhile, also
prepare a guest room for me, for I trust that through your prayers I shall be
granted to you.

Farewell
23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, greets you, 24 as do Mark,
Aristarchus, Demas, Luke, my fellow laborers. 25 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
be with your spirit. Amen.

Prayer: Help us to walk in love, forgiveness and encouragement so that we can
help each other to grow and do the same.

( )Sunday ( )Monday ( )Tuesday ( )Wednesday ( )Thursday ( )Friday ( )Saturday
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May 30-June 5, 2021 Keeping pure in the face of adversity

Daniel began with the study of human learning and was afterwards honored
with divine visions; such variety of methods has God taken in training up men for

the service in His church. Matthew Henry

Daniel 1 Overview: Daniel and three captives were taken into Babylon to be
trained in Babylonian wisdom. They refused to eat the king’s food. Eating their
own diet they were given knowledge and insight into dreams and vision by God.
At the end of their training they proved 10 times better than all the seers in the
kingdom.

Focus Verse: Daniel 1:8 But Daniel made up his mind that he would not
defile himself with the king’s choice of food or wine. So he sought
permission from the commander of the officials that he might not defile
himself.

Daniel 1 New King James Version
Daniel and His Friends Obey God
1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of
Judah into his hand, with some of the articles of the house of God, which he
carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he brought the articles
into the treasure house of his god. 3 Then the king instructed Ashpenaz, the
master of his eunuchs, to bring some of the children of Israel and some of the
king’s descendants and some of the nobles, 4 young men in whom there was no
blemish, but good-looking, gifted in all wisdom, possessing knowledge and quick
to understand, who had ability to serve in the king’s palace, and whom they might
teach the language and literature of the Chaldeans. 5 And the king appointed for
them a daily provision of the king’s delicacies and of the wine which he drank, and
three years of training for them, so that at the end of that time they might serve
before the king. 6 Now from among those of the sons of Judah were Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. 7 To them the chief of the eunuchs gave names:
he gave Daniel the name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael,
Meshach; and to Azariah, Abed-Nego.
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8 But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the
portion of the king’s delicacies, nor with the wine which he drank; therefore he
requested of the chief of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself. 9 Now God
had brought Daniel into the favor and goodwill of the chief of the eunuchs. 10 And
the chief of the eunuchs said to Daniel, “I fear my lord the king, who has
appointed your food and drink. For why should he see your faces looking worse
than the young men who are your age? Then you would endanger my head before
the king.” 11 So Daniel said to the steward whom the chief of the eunuchs had set
over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, 12 “Please test your servants for ten
days, and let them give us vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13 Then let our
appearance be examined before you, and the appearance of the young men who
eat the portion of the king’s delicacies; and as you see fit, so deal with your
servants.” 14 So he consented with them in this matter, and tested them ten days.
15 And at the end of ten days their features appeared better and fatter in flesh
than all the young men who ate the portion of the king’s delicacies. 16 Thus the
steward took away their portion of delicacies and the wine that they were to
drink, and gave them vegetables. 17 As for these four young men, God gave them
knowledge and skill in all literature and wisdom; and Daniel had understanding in
all visions and dreams. 18 Now at the end of the days, when the king had said that
they should be brought in, the chief of the eunuchs brought them in before
Nebuchadnezzar. 19 Then the king interviewed them, and among them all none
was found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah; therefore they served
before the king. 20 And in all matters of wisdom and understanding about which
the king examined them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians
and astrologers who were in all his realm. 21 Thus Daniel continued until the first
year of King Cyrus.

Prayer: Help us to be obedient to you in our ways and choices so we might
become strong like Daniel.

( )Sunday ( )Monday ( )Tuesday ( )Wednesday ( )Thursday ( )Friday ( )Saturday
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June 6-12, 2021 God reveals mysteries

When it comes to very special tasks, when it comes to very great privileges and
opportunities, God wants uncompromising people with character.  God wants

choice servants for choice ministries….  John Macarthur

Daniel 2 Overview: This tells how Daniel related and interpreted the dreams of
Nebuchadnezzar. Nebuchadnezzar acknowledges the supremacy of Daniel’s God
and raises Daniel to high office in Babylon.

Focus Verse: Daniel 2:47 The king said to Daniel, “Surely your God is the
God of gods and the Lord of kings, and a revealer of mysteries, for you
were able to reveal this mystery.

Daniel 2 New King James Version
Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream
1 Now in the second year of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, Nebuchadnezzar had
dreams; and his spirit was so troubled that his sleep left him. 2 Then the king gave
the command to call the magicians, the astrologers, the sorcerers, and the
Chaldeans to tell the king his dreams. So they came and stood before the king. 3
And the king said to them, “I have had a dream, and my spirit is anxious to know
the dream.” 4 Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in Aramaic, “O king, live
forever! Tell your servants the dream, and we will give the interpretation.” 5 The
king answered and said to the Chaldeans, “My decision is firm: if you do not make
known the dream to me, and its interpretation, you shall be cut in pieces, and
your houses shall be made an ash heap. 6 However, if you tell the dream and its
interpretation, you shall receive from me gifts, rewards, and great honor.
Therefore tell me the dream and its interpretation.” 7 They answered again and
said, “Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will give its interpretation.”
8 The king answered and said, “I know for certain that you would gain time,
because you see that my decision is firm: 9 if you do not make known the dream
to me, there is only one decree for you! For you have agreed to speak lying and
corrupt words before me till the time has changed. Therefore tell me the dream,
and I shall know that you can give me its interpretation.” 10 The Chaldeans
answered the king, and said, “There is not a man on earth who can tell the king’s
matter; therefore no king, lord, or ruler has ever asked such things of any
magician, astrologer, or Chaldean.
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11 It is a difficult thing that the king requests, and there is no other who can tell it
to the king except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh.” 12 For this reason
the king was angry and very furious, and gave the command to destroy all the
wise men of Babylon. 13 So the decree went out, and they began killing the wise
men; and they sought Daniel and his companions, to kill them.

God Reveals Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream
14 Then with counsel and wisdom Daniel answered Arioch, the captain of the
king’s guard, who had gone out to kill the wise men of Babylon; 15 he answered
and said to Arioch the king’s captain, “Why is the decree from the king so urgent?”
Then Arioch made the decision known to Daniel. 16 So Daniel went in and asked
the king to give him time, that he might tell the king the interpretation. 17 Then
Daniel went to his house, and made the decision known to Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah, his companions, 18 that they might seek mercies from the God of
heaven concerning this secret, so that Daniel and his companions might not perish
with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 19 Then the secret was revealed to
Daniel in a night vision. So Daniel blessed the God of heaven. 20 Daniel answered
and said: “Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, For wisdom and might
are His. 21 And He changes the times and the seasons; He removes kings and
raises up kings; He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who have
understanding. 22 He reveals deep and secret things; He knows what is in the
darkness, and light dwells with Him. 23 “I thank You and praise You,
O God of my fathers; You have given me wisdom and might, and have now made
known to me what we asked of You, for You have made known to us the king’s
demand.”

Daniel Explains the Dream
24 Therefore Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to destroy the
wise men of Babylon. He went and said thus to him: “Do not destroy the wise men
of Babylon; take me before the king, and I will tell the king the interpretation.” 25
Then Arioch quickly brought Daniel before the king, and said thus to him, “I have
found a man of the captives of Judah, who will make known to the king the
interpretation.” 26 The king answered and said to Daniel, whose name was
Belteshazzar, “Are you able to make known to me the dream which I have seen,
and its interpretation?” 27 Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and said,
“The secret which the king has demanded, the wise men, the astrologers, the
magicians, and the soothsayers cannot declare to the king.
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28 But there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets, and He has made known to
King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days. Your dream, and the visions
of your head upon your bed, were these: 29 As for you, O king, thoughts came to
your mind while on your bed, about what would come to pass after this; and He
who reveals secrets has made known to you what will be. 30 But as for me, this
secret has not been revealed to me because I have more wisdom than anyone
living, but for our sakes who make known the interpretation to the king, and that
you may know the thoughts of your heart. 31 “You, O king, were watching; and
behold, a great image! This great image, whose splendor was excellent, stood
before you; and its form was awesome. 32 This image’s head was of fine gold, its
chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of bronze, 33 its legs of iron, its feet
partly of iron and partly of clay. 34 You watched while a stone was cut out without
hands, which struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, and broke them in
pieces. 35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were
crushed together, and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; the
wind carried them away so that no trace of them was found. And the stone that
struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth. 36 “This is
the dream. Now we will tell the interpretation of it before the king. 37 You, O king,
are a king of kings. For the God of heaven has given you a kingdom, power,
strength, and glory; 38 and wherever the children of men dwell, or the beasts of
the field and the birds of the heaven, He has given them into your hand, and has
made you ruler over them all—you are this head of gold. 39 But after you shall
arise another kingdom inferior to yours; then another, a third kingdom of bronze,
which shall rule over all the earth. 40 And the fourth kingdom shall be as strong as
iron, inasmuch as iron breaks in pieces and shatters everything; and like iron that
crushes, that kingdom will break in pieces and crush all the others. 41 Whereas
you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter’s clay and partly of iron, the kingdom
shall be divided; yet the strength of the iron shall be in it, just as you saw the iron
mixed with ceramic clay. 42 And as the toes of the feet were partly of iron and
partly of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong and partly fragile. 43 As you
saw iron mixed with ceramic clay, they will mingle with the seed of men; but they
will not adhere to one another, just as iron does not mix with clay. 44 And in the
days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be
destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in
pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.
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45 Inasmuch as you saw that the stone was cut out of the mountain without
hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the
gold—the great God has made known to the king what will come to pass after
this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation is sure.”

Daniel and His Friends Promoted
46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face, prostrate before Daniel, and
commanded that they should present an offering and incense to him. 47 The king
answered Daniel, and said, “Truly your God is the God of gods, the Lord of kings,
and a revealer of secrets, since you could reveal this secret.” 48 Then the king
promoted Daniel and gave him many great gifts; and he made him ruler over the
whole province of Babylon, and chief administrator over all the wise men of
Babylon. 49 Also Daniel petitioned the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-Nego over the affairs of the province of Babylon; but Daniel sat in the gate
of the king.

Prayer: Teach us to continue to be strong in your knowledge and obedient so
that you might use us to reveal you to others.

( )Sunday ( )Monday ( )Tuesday ( )Wednesday ( )Thursday ( )Friday ( )Saturday
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June 13-19, 2021 Nebuchadnezzar threw them into the furnace

The three are thrown into the furnace and the king’s will is accomplished.
But this is only to manifest more brightly the power and faithfulness of God.

John Darby

Daniel 3 Overview: Three Hebrew men thrown into the fiery furnace when they
refused to bow down to the king’s image. They are protected from harm and the
king sees FOUR men walking in the flames… “the fourth like a son of God” …
making the point that the God of the Jews will deliver those who are faithful to
Him.

Focus Verse: Daniel 3:17 “if that is the case, our God whom we serve is
able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us
from your hand, O king.

Daniel 3 New King James Version
The Image of Gold
1 Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was sixty cubits
and its width six cubits. He set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of
Babylon. 2 And King Nebuchadnezzar sent word to gather together the satraps,
the administrators, the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the judges, the
magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the
image which King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 3 So the satraps, the
administrators, the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the judges, the
magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces gathered together for the
dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up; and they stood
before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 4 Then a herald cried aloud:
“To you it is commanded, O peoples, nations, and languages, 5 that at the time
you hear the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony with
all kinds of music, you shall fall down and worship the gold image that King
Nebuchadnezzar has set up; 6 and whoever does not fall down and worship shall
be cast immediately into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.” 7 So at that time,
when all the people heard the sound of the horn, flute, harp, and lyre, in
symphony with all kinds of music, all the people, nations, and languages fell down
and worshiped the gold image which King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.
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Daniel’s Friends Disobey the King
8 Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and accused the Jews. 9
They spoke and said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! 10 You, O king,
have made a decree that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, flute, harp,
lyre, and psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of music, shall fall down and worship
the gold image; 11 and whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast into
the midst of a burning fiery furnace. 12 There are certain Jews whom you have set
over the affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego;
these men, O king, have not paid due regard to you. They do not serve your gods
or worship the gold image which you have set up.” 13 Then Nebuchadnezzar, in
rage and fury, gave the command to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego. So
they brought these men before the king. 14 Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying to
them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, that you do not serve my
gods or worship the gold image which I have set up? 15 Now if you are ready at
the time you hear the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in
symphony with all kinds of music, and you fall down and worship the image which
I have made, good! But if you do not worship, you shall be cast immediately into
the midst of a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you from
my hands?” 16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego answered and said to the
king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. 17 If that
is the case, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery
furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O king. 18 But if not, let it be
known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we worship the
gold image which you have set up.”

Saved in Fiery Trial
19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of fury, and the expression on his face changed
toward Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego. He spoke and commanded that they
heat the furnace seven times more than it was usually heated. 20 And he
commanded certain mighty men of valor who were in his army to bind Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-Nego, and cast them into the burning fiery furnace. 21 Then
these men were bound in their coats, their trousers, their turbans, and their other
garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. 22 Therefore,
because the king’s command was urgent, and the furnace exceedingly hot, the
flame of the fire killed those men who took up Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-Nego. 23 And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, fell
down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.
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24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished; and he rose in haste and spoke,
saying to his counselors, “Did we not cast three men bound into the midst of the
fire?” They answered and said to the king, “True, O king.” 25 “Look!” he answered,
“I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire; and they are not hurt, and
the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.”

Nebuchadnezzar Praises God
26 Then Nebuchadnezzar went near the mouth of the burning fiery furnace and
spoke, saying, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, servants of the Most High
God, come out, and come here.” Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego came
from the midst of the fire. 27 And the satraps, administrators, governors, and the
king’s counselors gathered together, and they saw these men on whose bodies the
fire had no power; the hair of their head was not singed nor were their garments
affected, and the smell of fire was not on them. 28 Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying,
“Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, who sent His Angel
and delivered His servants who trusted in Him, and they have frustrated the king’s
word, and yielded their bodies, that they should not serve nor worship any god
except their own God! 29 Therefore I make a decree that any people, nation, or
language which speaks anything amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-Nego shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made an ash heap;
because there is no other God who can deliver like this.” 30 Then the king
promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego in the province of Babylon.

Prayer: Thank you Lord for teaching us to be faithful and not bowing down to
the lies of this world.

( )Sunday ( )Monday ( )Tuesday ( )Wednesday ( )Thursday ( )Friday ( )Saturday
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June 20-26, 2021 Eating grass like an ox
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Ask yourself why you waited so long?  How much time did you waste before
coming to the Lord, or spend in a backslidden state: Brian Bell

Daniel 4 Overview: Nebuchadnezzar learns the lesson of God’s sovereignty. He
has his human mind taken away, lives with the animals and eats grass like an ox.
At the end of his punishment, Nebuchadnezzer praises God.

Focus Verse: Daniel 4:37 - Now I, Nebacudnezzer, praise, exallt and honor
the King of heaven, for all His works are true and His ways just, and He is
able to humble those who walk in pride.

Daniel 4 New King James Version
Nebuchadnezzar’s Second Dream
1 Nebuchadnezzar the king, to all peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all
the earth: Peace be multiplied to you. 2 I thought it good to declare the signs and
wonders that the Most High God has worked for me. 3 How great are His signs,
And how mighty His wonders! His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, And His
dominion is from generation to generation. 4 I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at rest in my
house, and flourishing in my palace. 5 I saw a dream which made me afraid, and
the thoughts on my bed and the visions of my head troubled me. 6 Therefore I
issued a decree to bring in all the wise men of Babylon before me, that they might
make known to me the interpretation of the dream. 7 Then the magicians, the
astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers came in, and I told them the
dream; but they did not make known to me its interpretation. 8 But at last Daniel
came before me (his name is Belteshazzar, according to the name of my god; in
him is the Spirit of the Holy God), and I told the dream before him, saying: 9
“Belteshazzar, chief of the magicians, because I know that the Spirit of the Holy
God is in you, and no secret troubles you, explain to me the visions of my dream
that I have seen, and its interpretation. 10 “These were the visions of my head
while on my bed: I was looking, and behold, A tree in the midst of the earth, And
its height was great. 11 The tree grew and became strong; Its height reached to
the heavens, And it could be seen to the ends of all the earth. 12 Its leaves were
lovely, Its fruit abundant, And in it was food for all. The beasts of the field found
shade under it, The birds of the heavens dwelt in its branches, And all flesh was
fed from it. 13 “I saw in the visions of my head while on my bed, and there was a
watcher, a holy one, coming down from heaven. 14 He cried aloud and said thus:
‘Chop down the tree and cut off its branches, Strip off its leaves and scatter its
fruit.
Let the beasts get out from under it, And the birds from its branches. 15
Nevertheless leave the stump and roots in the earth, Bound with a band of iron
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and bronze, In the tender grass of the field. Let it be wet with the dew of heaven,
And let him graze with the beasts On the grass of the earth. 16 Let his heart be
changed from that of a man, Let him be given the heart of a beast, And let seven
times pass over him. 17 ‘This decision is by the decree of the watchers, And the
sentence by the word of the holy ones, In order that the living may know That the
Most High rules in the kingdom of men, Gives it to whomever He will, And sets
over it the lowest of men.’ 18 “This dream I, King Nebuchadnezzar, have seen.
Now you, Belteshazzar, declare its interpretation, since all the wise men of my
kingdom are not able to make known to me the interpretation; but you are able,
for the Spirit of the Holy God is in you.”

Daniel Explains the Second Dream
19 Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was astonished for a time, and his
thoughts troubled him. So the king spoke, and said, “Belteshazzar, do not let the
dream or its interpretation trouble you.” Belteshazzar answered and said, “My
lord, may the dream concern those who hate you, and its interpretation concern
your enemies! 20 “The tree that you saw, which grew and became strong, whose
height reached to the heavens and which could be seen by all the earth, 21 whose
leaves were lovely and its fruit abundant, in which was food for all, under which
the beasts of the field dwelt, and in whose branches the birds of the heaven had
their home— 22 it is you, O king, who have grown and become strong; for your
greatness has grown and reaches to the heavens, and your dominion to the end of
the earth. 23 “And inasmuch as the king saw a watcher, a holy one, coming down
from heaven and saying, ‘Chop down the tree and destroy it, but leave its stump
and roots in the earth, bound with a band of iron and bronze in the tender grass
of the field; let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let him graze with the
beasts of the field, till seven times pass over him’; 24 this is the interpretation, O
king, and this is the decree of the Most High, which has come upon my lord the
king: 25 They shall drive you from men, your dwelling shall be with the beasts of
the field, and they shall make you eat grass like oxen. They shall wet you with the
dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over you, till you know that the Most
High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses.
26 “And inasmuch as they gave the command to leave the stump and roots of the
tree, your kingdom shall be assured to you, after you come to know that Heaven
rules.
27 Therefore, O king, let my advice be acceptable to you; break off your sins by
being righteous, and your iniquities by showing mercy to the poor. Perhaps there
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may be a lengthening of your prosperity.”

Nebuchadnezzar’s Humiliation
28 All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar. 29 At the end of the twelve months
he was walking about the royal palace of Babylon. 30 The king spoke, saying, “Is
not this great Babylon, that I have built for a royal dwelling by my mighty power
and for the honor of my majesty?” 31 While the word was still in the king’s
mouth, a voice fell from heaven: “King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: the
kingdom has departed from you! 32 And they shall drive you from men, and your
dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. They shall make you eat grass like
oxen; and seven times shall pass over you, until you know that the Most High rules
in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses.” 33 That very hour
the word was fulfilled concerning Nebuchadnezzar; he was driven from men and
ate grass like oxen; his body was wet with the dew of heaven till his hair had
grown like eagles’ feathers and his nails like birds’ claws.

Nebuchadnezzar Praises God
34 And at the end of the time I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my
understanding returned to me; and I blessed the Most High and praised and
honored Him who lives forever: For His dominion is an everlasting dominion, And
His kingdom is from generation to generation. 35 All the inhabitants of the earth
are reputed as nothing; He does according to His will in the army of heaven And
among the inhabitants of the earth. No one can restrain His hand Or say to Him,
“What have You done?” 36 At the same time my reason returned to me, and for
the glory of my kingdom, my honor and splendor returned to me. My counselors
and nobles resorted to me, I was restored to my kingdom, and excellent majesty
was added to me. 37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King
of heaven, all of whose works are truth, and His ways justice. And those who walk
in pride He is able to put down.

Prayer: Lord, help us to learn the danger of pride. Wisdom and understanding
come only from you. Thank you for the reassuring knowledge that You are in
control of all.
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Belsazzar’s actions were especially wicked because of the contempt he showed
by his actions against the true God.   Coffman/StudyLight.org

Daniel 5 Overview: During a feast and drinking from looted vessels, Belshazzar
sees handwriting on the wall. Finally he sends for Daniel. He interprets
Belshazzar’s dream, and because of Belshazzar’s pride he was killed that night and
Darius the Mede received the kingdom.

Focus Verse: Daniel 5:20 - But when his heart became arrogant and
hardened with pride, he was deposed from his royal throne and stripped
of his glory.

Daniel 5 New King James Version
Belshazzar’s Feast
1 Belshazzar the king made a great feast for a thousand of his lords, and drank
wine in the presence of the thousand. 2 While he tasted the wine, Belshazzar gave
the command to bring the gold and silver vessels which his father
Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the temple which had been in Jerusalem, that
the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines might drink from them. 3
Then they brought the gold vessels that had been taken from the temple of the
house of God which had been in Jerusalem; and the king and his lords, his wives,
and his concubines drank from them. 4 They drank wine, and praised the gods of
gold and silver, bronze and iron, wood and stone. 5 In the same hour the fingers of
a man’s hand appeared and wrote opposite the lampstand on the plaster of the
wall of the king’s palace; and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote. 6 Then
the king’s countenance changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints
of his hips were loosened and his knees knocked against each other. 7 The king
cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. The
king spoke, saying to the wise men of Babylon, “Whoever reads this writing, and
tells me its interpretation, shall be clothed with purple and have a chain of gold
around his neck; and he shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.” 8 Now all the
king’s wise men came, but they could not read the writing, or make known to the
king its interpretation. 9 Then King Belshazzar was greatly troubled, his
countenance was changed, and his lords were astonished.

10 The queen, because of the words of the king and his lords, came to the
banquet hall. The queen spoke, saying, “O king, live forever! Do not let your
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thoughts trouble you, nor let your countenance change. 11 There is a man in your
kingdom in whom is the Spirit of the Holy God. And in the days of your father, light
and understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, were found in him;
and King Nebuchadnezzar your father—your father the king—made him chief of
the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers. 12 Inasmuch as an
excellent spirit, knowledge, understanding, interpreting dreams, solving riddles,
and explaining enigmas were found in this Daniel, whom the king named
Belteshazzar, now let Daniel be called, and he will give the interpretation.”

The Writing on the Wall Explained
13 Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The king spoke, and said to Daniel,
“Are you that Daniel who is one of the captives from Judah, whom my father the
king brought from Judah? 14 I have heard of you, that the Spirit of God is in you,
and that light and understanding and excellent wisdom are found in you. 15 Now
the wise men, the astrologers, have been brought in before me, that they should
read this writing and make known to me its interpretation, but they could not give
the interpretation of the thing. 16 And I have heard of you, that you can give
interpretations and explain enigmas. Now if you can read the writing and make
known to me its interpretation, you shall be clothed with purple and have a chain
of gold around your neck, and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.” 17 Then
Daniel answered, and said before the king, “Let your gifts be for yourself, and give
your rewards to another; yet I will read the writing to the king, and make known
to him the interpretation. 18 O king, the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar
your father a kingdom and majesty, glory and honor. 19 And because of the
majesty that He gave him, all peoples, nations, and languages trembled and
feared before him. Whomever he wished, he executed; whomever he wished, he
kept alive; whomever he wished, he set up; and whomever he wished, he put
down. 20 But when his heart was lifted up, and his spirit was hardened in pride,
he was deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from him. 21 Then
he was driven from the sons of men, his heart was made like the beasts, and his
dwelling was with the wild donkeys. They fed him with grass like oxen, and his
body was wet with the dew of heaven, till he knew that the Most High God rules
in the kingdom of men, and appoints over it whomever He chooses. 22 “But you
his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, although you knew all this.

23 And you have lifted yourself up against the Lord of heaven. They have brought
the vessels of His house before you, and you and your lords, your wives and your
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concubines, have drunk wine from them. And you have praised the gods of silver
and gold, bronze and iron, wood and stone, which do not see or hear or know;
and the God who holds your breath in His hand and owns all your ways, you have
not glorified. 24 Then the fingers of the hand were sent from Him, and this writing
was written. 25 “And this is the inscription that was written: 26 This is the
interpretation of each word. MENE: God has numbered your kingdom, and
finished it; 27 TEKEL: You have been weighed in the balances, and found wanting;
28 PERES: Your kingdom has been divided, and given to the Medes and Persians.”
29 Then Belshazzar gave the command, and they clothed Daniel with purple and
put a chain of gold around his neck, and made a proclamation concerning him that
he should be the third ruler in the kingdom.

Belshazzar’s Fall
30 That very night Belshazzar, king of the Chaldeans, was slain. 31 And Darius the
Mede received the kingdom, being about sixty-two years old.

Prayer: Help us to not be so arrogant and prideful so that we lose any hope we
have in you.
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"Remember who you are. Don’t compromise for anyone, for any reason.
You are a child of the Almighty God. Live that truth."

Lysa Terkeurst

Daniel 6 Overview: For 30 days no prayers were to be offered to any god but
Darius. If so they would be thrown into the lions den. Because Daniel prayed to
the God of the Jews, he was condemned to death. The next morning Darius went
to the den to see if Daniel was still alive and was told that God sent an angel to
close the mouths of the lions because Daniel was found blameless.

Focus Verse: Daniel 6:22 My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths
of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in His
sight.  Hor have I ever done any wrong before you, your Majesty.

Daniel 6 New King James Version
The Plot Against Daniel
1 It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom one hundred and twenty satraps, to be
over the whole kingdom; 2 and over these, three governors, of whom Daniel was
one, that the satraps might give account to them, so that the king would suffer no
loss. 3 Then this Daniel distinguished himself above the governors and satraps,
because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king gave thought to setting him
over the whole realm. 4 So the governors and satraps sought to find some charge
against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could find no charge or fault,
because he was faithful; nor was there any error or fault found in him. 5 Then
these men said, “We shall not find any charge against this Daniel unless we find it
against him concerning the law of his God.” 6 So these governors and satraps
thronged before the king, and said thus to him: “King Darius, live forever! 7 All the
governors of the kingdom, the administrators and satraps, the counselors and
advisors, have consulted together to establish a royal statute and to make a firm
decree, that whoever petitions any god or man for thirty days, except you, O king,
shall be cast into the den of lions. 8 Now, O king, establish the decree and sign the
writing, so that it cannot be changed, according to the law of the Medes and
Persians, which does not alter.” 9 Therefore King Darius signed the written decree.

Daniel in the Lions’ Den
10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went home. And in his
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upper room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his
knees three times that day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his
custom since early days. 11 Then these men assembled and found Daniel praying
and making supplication before his God. 12 And they went before the king, and
spoke concerning the king’s decree: “Have you not signed a decree that every man
who petitions any god or man within thirty days, except you, O king, shall be cast
into the den of lions?” The king answered and said, “The thing is true, according
to the law of the Medes and Persians, which does not alter.” 13 So they answered
and said before the king, “That Daniel, who is one of the captives from Judah,
does not show due regard for you, O king, or for the decree that you have signed,
but makes his petition three times a day.” 14 And the king, when he heard these
words, was greatly displeased with himself, and set his heart on Daniel to deliver
him; and he labored till the going down of the sun to deliver him. 15 Then these
men approached the king, and said to the king, “Know, O king, that it is the law of
the Medes and Persians that no decree or statute which the king establishes may
be changed.” 16 So the king gave the command, and they brought Daniel and cast
him into the den of lions. But the king spoke, saying to Daniel, “Your God, whom
you serve continually, He will deliver you.” 17 Then a stone was brought and laid
on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with
the signets of his lords, that the purpose concerning Daniel might not be changed.

Daniel Saved from the Lions
18 Now the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; and no musicians
were brought before him. Also his sleep went from him. 19 Then the king arose
very early in the morning and went in haste to the den of lions. 20 And when he
came to the den, he cried out with a lamenting voice to Daniel. The king spoke,
saying to Daniel, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve
continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?” 21 Then Daniel said to the
king, “O king, live forever! 22 My God sent His angel and shut the lions’ mouths,
so that they have not hurt me, because I was found innocent before Him; and
also, O king, I have done no wrong before you.” 23 Now the king was exceedingly
glad for him, and commanded that they should take Daniel up out of the den. So
Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no injury whatever was found on him,
because he believed in his God.

Darius Honors God
24 And the king gave the command, and they brought those men who had
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accused Daniel, and they cast them into the den of lions—them, their children,
and their wives; and the lions overpowered them, and broke all their bones in
pieces before they ever came to the bottom of the den. 25 Then King Darius
wrote: To all peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the earth: Peace be
multiplied to you. 26 I make a decree that in every dominion of my kingdom men
must tremble and fear before the God of Daniel. For He is the living God, And
steadfast forever; His kingdom is the one which shall not be destroyed, And His
dominion shall endure to the end. 27 He delivers and rescues, And He works signs
and wonders In heaven and on earth, Who has delivered Daniel from the power of
the lions. 28 So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius and in the reign of
Cyrus the Persian.

Prayer: Father, may we be faithful like Daniel. Since Daniel was faithful God
delivered him from the lions. So that those that were unfaithful to God were cast
into the lion's den and eaten. Father may we always be faithful to You. Amen.
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May the Lord cut off all flattering lips….. Ps 12:3

Daniel 7 Overview: Heavenly reality is revealed to human recipients and also an
eschatology, a divine revelation about the moment God will intervene in history to
bring in the final kingdom. It reintroduces the four world empires, each worse
than the last, until God finally would end the oppression and introduce the eternal
kingdom.

Focus Verse: Daniel 7:27 Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of
the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be handed over to the saints,
the people of the Most High. His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom,
and all rulers will worship and obey Him.

Daniel 7 New King James Version
Vision of the Four Beasts
1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions of
his head while on his bed. Then he wrote down the dream, telling the main facts.
2 Daniel spoke, saying, “I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of
heaven were stirring up the Great Sea. 3 And four great beasts came up from the
sea, each different from the other. 4 The first was like a lion, and had eagle’s
wings. I watched till its wings were plucked off; and it was lifted up from the earth
and made to stand on two feet like a man, and a man’s heart was given to it. 5
“And suddenly another beast, a second, like a bear. It was raised up on one side,
and had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. And they said thus to it: ‘Arise,
devour much flesh!’ 6 “After this I looked, and there was another, like a leopard,
which had on its back four wings of a bird. The beast also had four heads, and
dominion was given to it. 7 “After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a
fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, exceedingly strong. It had huge iron teeth; it
was devouring, breaking in pieces, and trampling the residue with its feet. It was
different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns. 8 I was
considering the horns, and there was another horn, a little one, coming up among
them, before whom three of the first horns were plucked out by the roots. And
there, in this horn, were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking
pompous words.

Vision of the Ancient of Days
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9 “I watched till thrones were put in place, And the Ancient of Days was seated;
His garment was white as snow, And the hair of His head was like pure wool. His
throne was a fiery flame, Its wheels a burning fire; 10 A fiery stream issued And
came forth from before Him. A thousand thousands ministered to Him; Ten
thousand times ten thousand stood before Him. The court was seated, And the
books were opened. 11 “I watched then because of the sound of the pompous
words which the horn was speaking; I watched till the beast was slain, and its
body destroyed and given to the burning flame. 12 As for the rest of the beasts,
they had their dominion taken away, yet their lives were prolonged for a season
and a time. 13 “I was watching in the night visions, And behold, One like the Son
of Man, Coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, And
they brought Him near before Him. 14 Then to Him was given dominion and glory
and a kingdom, That all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His
dominion is an everlasting dominion, Which shall not pass away, And His kingdom
the one Which shall not be destroyed.

Daniel’s Visions Interpreted
15 “I, Daniel, was grieved in my spirit within my body, and the visions of my head
troubled me. 16 I came near to one of those who stood by, and asked him the
truth of all this. So he told me and made known to me the interpretation of these
things: 17 ‘Those great beasts, which are four, are four kings which arise out of the
earth. 18 But the saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom, and possess
the kingdom forever, even forever and ever.’ 19 “Then I wished to know the truth
about the fourth beast, which was different from all the others, exceedingly
dreadful, with its teeth of iron and its nails of bronze, which devoured, broke in
pieces, and trampled the residue with its feet; 20 and the ten horns that were on
its head, and the other horn which came up, before which three fell, namely, that
horn which had eyes and a mouth which spoke pompous words, whose
appearance was greater than his fellows. 21 “I was watching; and the same horn
was making war against the saints, and prevailing against them, 22 until the
Ancient of Days came, and a judgment was made in favor of the saints of the Most
High, and the time came for the saints to possess the kingdom. 23 “Thus he said:
‘The fourth beast shall be A fourth kingdom on earth, Which shall be different
from all other kingdoms, And shall devour the whole earth, Trample it and break it
in pieces.
24 The ten horns are ten kings Who shall arise from this kingdom. And another
shall rise after them; He shall be different from the first ones, And shall subdue
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three kings. 25 He shall speak pompous words against the Most High, Shall
persecute the saints of the Most High, And shall intend to change times and law.
Then the saints shall be given into his hand For a time and times and half a time.
26 ‘But the court shall be seated, And they shall take away his dominion, To
consume and destroy it forever. 27 Then the kingdom and dominion, And the
greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven, Shall be given to the people,
the saints of the Most High. His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, And all
dominions shall serve and obey Him.’ 28 “This is the end of the account. As for
me, Daniel, my thoughts greatly troubled me, and my countenance changed; but I
kept the matter in my heart.”

Prayer: Father, Daniel dreams of four beasts. The first Beast is like a lion the
second beast is like a bear, the third Beast is like a leopard and the fourth Beast
has 10 horns. And one like the son of man came. And his kingdom is an
everlasting Kingdom and all the dominion shall serve and obey him. Amen.
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But when he was strong, he grew proud, to his destruction. For he was unfaithful
to the Lord his God and entered the temple of the Lord to burn incense on the

altar of incense. 2 Chronicles 26:16

Daniel 8 Overview: Daniel sees a ram with 2 horns and no other beast can take it
out. Then he sees a male goat with one horn coming from the west, strikes the
ram and destroys it. The goat’s horn is broken and 4 horns grow. They throw stars
to earth, stop the daily sacrifice, destroy the sanctuary, and throw truth to the
ground. Gabriel tells Daniel that this is a vision about the time of the end.

Focus Verse: Daniel 8:17 So he came near to where I was standing, and
when he came I was frightened and fell on my face. But he said to me,
“Son of man, understand that the vision pertains to the time of the end.

Daniel 8 New King James Version
Vision of a Ram and a Goat
1 In the third year of the reign of King Belshazzar a vision appeared to me—to me,
Daniel—after the one that appeared to me the first time. 2 I saw in the vision, and
it so happened while I was looking, that I was in Shushan, the citadel, which is in
the province of Elam; and I saw in the vision that I was by the River Ulai. 3 Then I
lifted my eyes and saw, and there, standing beside the river, was a ram which had
two horns, and the two horns were high; but one was higher than the other, and
the higher one came up last. 4 I saw the ram pushing westward, northward, and
southward, so that no animal could withstand him; nor was there any that could
deliver from his hand, but he did according to his will and became great. 5 And as I
was considering, suddenly a male goat came from the west, across the surface of
the whole earth, without touching the ground; and the goat had a notable horn
between his eyes. 6 Then he came to the ram that had two horns, which I had
seen standing beside the river, and ran at him with furious power. 7 And I saw him
confronting the ram; he was moved with rage against him, attacked the ram, and
broke his two horns. There was no power in the ram to withstand him, but he cast
him down to the ground and trampled him; and there was no one that could
deliver the ram from his hand. 8 Therefore the male goat grew very great; but
when he became strong, the large horn was broken, and in place of it four notable
ones came up toward the four winds of heaven.
9 And out of one of them came a little horn which grew exceedingly great toward
the south, toward the east, and toward the Glorious Land. 10 And it grew up to
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the host of heaven; and it cast down some of the host and some of the stars to
the ground, and trampled them. 11 He even exalted himself as high as the Prince
of the host; and by him the daily sacrifices were taken away, and the place of His
sanctuary was cast down. 12 Because of transgression, an army was given over to
the horn to oppose the daily sacrifices; and he cast truth down to the ground. He
did all this and prospered. 13 Then I heard a holy one speaking; and another holy
one said to that certain one who was speaking, “How long will the vision be,
concerning the daily sacrifices and the transgression of desolation, the giving of
both the sanctuary and the host to be trampled underfoot?” 14 And he said to
me, “For two thousand three hundred days; then the sanctuary shall be cleansed.”

Gabriel Interprets the Vision
15 Then it happened, when I, Daniel, had seen the vision and was seeking the
meaning, that suddenly there stood before me one having the appearance of a
man. 16 And I heard a man’s voice between the banks of the Ulai, who called, and
said, “Gabriel, make this man understand the vision.” 17 So he came near where I
stood, and when he came I was afraid and fell on my face; but he said to me,
“Understand, son of man, that the vision refers to the time of the end.” 18 Now, as
he was speaking with me, I was in a deep sleep with my face to the ground; but he
touched me, and stood me upright. 19 And he said, “Look, I am making known to
you what shall happen in the latter time of the indignation; for at the appointed
time the end shall be. 20 The ram which you saw, having the two horns—they are
the kings of Media and Persia. 21 And the male goat is the kingdom of Greece.
The large horn that is between its eyes is the first king. 22 As for the broken horn
and the four that stood up in its place, four kingdoms shall arise out of that
nation, but not with its power. 23 “And in the latter time of their kingdom, When
the transgressors have reached their fullness, A king shall arise, Having fierce
features, Who understands sinister schemes. 24 His power shall be mighty, but
not by his own power; He shall destroy fearfully, And shall prosper and thrive; He
shall destroy the mighty, and also the holy people. 25 “Through his cunning He
shall cause deceit to prosper under his rule; And he shall exalt himself in his heart.
He shall destroy many in their prosperity. He shall even rise against the Prince of
princes; But he shall be broken without human means. 26 “And the vision of the
evenings and mornings Which was told is true; Therefore seal up the vision, For it
refers to many days in the future.”
27 And I, Daniel, fainted and was sick for days; afterward I arose and went about
the king’s business. I was astonished by the vision, but no one understood it.
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Prayer: Father, keep our eyes focused on you. May our thoughts and minds be on
the Heavenly and not on the Earthly. Amen.
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O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the lord there is steadfast love,
and with him is plentiful redemption. Ps 130:7

Daniel 9 Overview: Daniel 9 is the key to understanding God’s plan of redemption
and prophecy. Chapter 9 ties together the other visions in the book of Daniel, and
unlocks their meaning. Also, Daniel was about 80 years old while studying the
book of Jeremiah and this chapter was brought about.

Focus Verse: Daniel 9:22 He gave me instruction and talked with me and
said “O Daniel, I have not come forth to give you insight with
understanding.

Daniel 9 New King James Version
Daniel’s Prayer for the People
1 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the lineage of the Medes,
who was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans— 2 in the first year of his
reign I, Daniel, understood by the books the number of the years specified by the
word of the Lord through Jeremiah the prophet, that He would accomplish
seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem. 3 Then I set my face toward the
Lord God to make request by prayer and supplications, with fasting, sackcloth, and
ashes. 4 And I prayed to the Lord my God, and made confession, and said, “O Lord,
great and awesome God, who keeps His covenant and mercy with those who love
Him, and with those who keep His commandments, 5 we have sinned and
committed iniquity, we have done wickedly and rebelled, even by departing from
Your precepts and Your judgments. 6 Neither have we heeded Your servants the
prophets, who spoke in Your name to our kings and our princes, to our fathers and
all the people of the land. 7 O Lord, righteousness belongs to You, but to us shame
of face, as it is this day—to the men of Judah, to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and
all Israel, those near and those far off in all the countries to which You have driven
them, because of the unfaithfulness which they have committed against You. 8 “O
Lord, to us belongs shame of face, to our kings, our princes, and our fathers,
because we have sinned against You. 9 To the Lord our God belong mercy and
forgiveness, though we have rebelled against Him. 10 We have not obeyed the
voice of the Lord our God, to walk in His laws, which He set before us by His
servants the prophets.
11 Yes, all Israel has transgressed Your law, and has departed so as not to obey
Your voice; therefore the curse and the oath written in the Law of Moses the
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servant of God have been poured out on us, because we have sinned against Him.
12 And He has confirmed His words, which He spoke against us and against our
judges who judged us, by bringing upon us a great disaster; for under the whole
heaven such has never been done as what has been done to Jerusalem. 13 “As it is
written in the Law of Moses, all this disaster has come upon us; yet we have not
made our prayer before the Lord our God, that we might turn from our iniquities
and understand Your truth. 14 Therefore the Lord has kept the disaster in mind,
and brought it upon us; for the Lord our God is righteous in all the works which He
does, though we have not obeyed His voice. 15 And now, O Lord our God, who
brought Your people out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and made
Yourself a name, as it is this day—we have sinned, we have done wickedly! 16 “O
Lord, according to all Your righteousness, I pray, let Your anger and Your fury be
turned away from Your city Jerusalem, Your holy mountain; because for our sins,
and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and Your people are a reproach to
all those around us. 17 Now therefore, our God, hear the prayer of Your servant,
and his supplications, and for the Lord’s sake cause Your face to shine on Your
sanctuary, which is desolate. 18 O my God, incline Your ear and hear; open Your
eyes and see our desolations, and the city which is called by Your name; for we do
not present our supplications before You because of our righteous deeds, but
because of Your great mercies. 19 O Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, listen and
act! Do not delay for Your own sake, my God, for Your city and Your people are
called by Your name.”

The Seventy-Weeks Prophecy
20 Now while I was speaking, praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my
people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the Lord my God for the holy
mountain of my God, 21 yes, while I was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel,
whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly,
reached me about the time of the evening offering. 22 And he informed me, and
talked with me, and said, “O Daniel, I have now come forth to give you skill to
understand. 23 At the beginning of your supplications the command went out,
and I have come to tell you, for you are greatly beloved; therefore consider the
matter, and understand the vision:

24 “Seventy weeks are determined For your people and for your holy city, To finish
the transgression, To make an end of sins, To make reconciliation for iniquity, To
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bring in everlasting righteousness, To seal up vision and prophecy, And to anoint
the Most Holy. 25 “Know therefore and understand, That from the going forth of
the command To restore and build Jerusalem Until Messiah the Prince, There shall
be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; The street shall be built again, and the wall,
Even in troublesome times. 26 “And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut
off, but not for Himself; And the people of the prince who is to come Shall destroy
the city and the sanctuary. The end of it shall be with a flood, And till the end of
the war desolations are determined. 27 Then he shall confirm a covenant with
many for one week; But in the middle of the week He shall bring an end to
sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes
desolate, Even until the consummation, which is determined, Is poured out on the
desolate.”

Prayer: Father, as Gabriel informed Daniel of the 70 weeks may we confess our
sins and that we may receive reconciliation with you. May we always look to
your glorious Kingdom. Amen.
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NOTES

CHAPTER SUMMARY FORM

79



CHAPTER

1. CAPTION (TITLE)

2. CONTENTS

3. CHIEF PEOPLE

4. CHOICE VERSE

5. CRUCIAL WORDS

6. CHALLENGES ( Difficulties I need to study)

7. CROSS-REFERENCES

8. CHRIST SEEN

9. CENTRAL LESSONS

10. CONCLUSION (Personal application)

THOUGHTS… INSIGHTS… What is the Lord saying to me?
August 1-7, 2021 Daniel has a glorious vision

80



Before they call I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will hear.
Isaiah 65:24

Daniel 10 Overview: Daniel has a vision. The prince of Persia withstood the
interpretation for twenty one days. Michael comes to help Daniel and the
interpretation is given.

Focus Verse: Daniel 10:14 Now I have come to give you and
understanding of what will happen to your people in the latter days, for
the vision pertains to the days yet future.

Daniel 10 New King James Version
Vision of the Glorious Man
1 In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a message was revealed to Daniel, whose
name was called Belteshazzar. The message was true, but the appointed time was
long; and he understood the message, and had understanding of the vision. 2 In
those days I, Daniel, was mourning three full weeks. 3 I ate no pleasant food, no
meat or wine came into my mouth, nor did I anoint myself at all, till three whole
weeks were fulfilled. 4 Now on the twenty-fourth day of the first month, as I was
by the side of the great river, that is, the Tigris, 5 I lifted my eyes and looked, and
behold, a certain man clothed in linen, whose waist was girded with gold of
Uphaz! 6 His body was like beryl, his face like the appearance of lightning, his eyes
like torches of fire, his arms and feet like burnished bronze in color, and the sound
of his words like the voice of a multitude. 7 And I, Daniel, alone saw the vision, for
the men who were with me did not see the vision; but a great terror fell upon
them, so that they fled to hide themselves. 8 Therefore I was left alone when I
saw this great vision, and no strength remained in me; for my vigor was turned to
frailty in me, and I retained no strength. 9 Yet I heard the sound of his words; and
while I heard the sound of his words I was in a deep sleep on my face, with my
face to the ground.

Prophecies Concerning Persia and Greece
10 Suddenly, a hand touched me, which made me tremble on my knees and on
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the palms of my hands. 11 And he said to me, “O Daniel, man greatly beloved,
understand the words that I speak to you, and stand upright, for I have now been
sent to you.” While he was speaking this word to me, I stood trembling. 12 Then
he said to me, “Do not fear, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to
understand, and to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard; and
I have come because of your words. 13 But the prince of the kingdom of Persia
withstood me twenty-one days; and behold, Michael, one of the chief princes,
came to help me, for I had been left alone there with the kings of Persia. 14 Now I
have come to make you understand what will happen to your people in the latter
days, for the vision refers to many days yet to come.” 15 When he had spoken
such words to me, I turned my face toward the ground and became speechless. 16
And suddenly, one having the likeness of the sons of men touched my lips; then I
opened my mouth and spoke, saying to him who stood before me, “My lord,
because of the vision my sorrows have overwhelmed me, and I have retained no
strength. 17 For how can this servant of my lord talk with you, my lord? As for me,
no strength remains in me now, nor is any breath left in me.” 18 Then again, the
one having the likeness of a man touched me and strengthened me. 19 And he
said, “O man greatly beloved, fear not! Peace be to you; be strong, yes, be
strong!” So when he spoke to me I was strengthened, and said, “Let my lord
speak, for you have strengthened me.” 20 Then he said, “Do you know why I have
come to you? And now I must return to fight with the prince of Persia; and when I
have gone forth, indeed the prince of Greece will come. 21 But I will tell you what
is noted in the Scripture of Truth. (No one upholds me against these, except
Michael, your prince.

Prayer: Father, Daniel receives a glorious vision. Michael, one of the chief
princes, foretells a great victory. May we always keep your kingdom in our sight.
Amen.
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I will make them strong in the Lord, and they shall walk in his name,
declares the Lord. Zechariah 10:12

Daniel 11 Overview: This chapter contains one of the most specifically fulfilled
prophecies of the Bible, prediction history over some 375 years, and to the end,
with amazing accuracy. The chapter is so specific, that many critics who deny
supernatural revelation, have insisted that it is history, written after the fact,
fraudulently claiming to be prophecy.

Focus Verse: Daniel 11:27 As for both kings, their heart will be intent on
evil, and they will speak lies to each other at the same table; but it will not
succeed, for the end is still to come at the appointed time.

Daniel 11 New King James Version
Warring Kings of North and South
1 “Also in the first year of Darius the Mede, I, even I, stood up to confirm and
strengthen him. 2 And now I will tell you the truth: Behold, three more kings will
arise in Persia, and the fourth shall be far richer than them all; by his strength,
through his riches, he shall stir up all against the realm of Greece. 3 Then a mighty
king shall arise, who shall rule with great dominion, and do according to his will. 4
And when he has arisen, his kingdom shall be broken up and divided toward the
four winds of heaven, but not among his posterity nor according to his dominion
with which he ruled; for his kingdom shall be uprooted, even for others besides
these.

Warring Kings of North and South
5 “Also the king of the South shall become strong, as well as one of his princes;
and he shall gain power over him and have dominion. His dominion shall be a
great dominion. 6 And at the end of some years they shall join forces, for the
daughter of the king of the South shall go to the king of the North to make an
agreement; but she shall not retain the power of her authority, and neither he nor
his authority shall stand; but she shall be given up, with those who brought her,
and with him who begot her, and with him who strengthened her in those times.

7 But from a branch of her roots one shall arise in his place, who shall come with
an army, enter the fortress of the king of the North, and deal with them and
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prevail. 8 And he shall also carry their gods captive to Egypt, with their princes and
their precious articles of silver and gold; and he shall continue more years than
the king of the North. 9 “Also the king of the North shall come to the kingdom of
the king of the South, but shall return to his own land. 10 However his sons shall
stir up strife, and assemble a multitude of great forces; and one shall certainly
come and overwhelm and pass through; then he shall return to his fortress and
stir up strife. 11 “And the king of the South shall be moved with rage, and go out
and fight with him, with the king of the North, who shall muster a great multitude;
but the multitude shall be given into the hand of his enemy. 12 When he has
taken away the multitude, his heart will be lifted up; and he will cast down tens of
thousands, but he will not prevail. 13 For the king of the North will return and
muster a multitude greater than the former, and shall certainly come at the end of
some years with a great army and much equipment. 14 “Now in those times many
shall rise up against the king of the South. Also, violent men of your people shall
exalt themselves in fulfillment of the vision, but they shall fall. 15 So the king of
the North shall come and build a siege mound, and take a fortified city; and the
forces of the South shall not withstand him. Even his choice troops shall have no
strength to resist. 16 But he who comes against him shall do according to his own
will, and no one shall stand against him. He shall stand in the Glorious Land with
destruction in his power. 17 “He shall also set his face to enter with the strength of
his whole kingdom, and upright ones with him; thus shall he do. And he shall give
him the daughter of women to destroy it; but she shall not stand with him, or be
for him. 18 After this he shall turn his face to the coastlands, and shall take many.
But a ruler shall bring the reproach against them to an end; and with the reproach
removed, he shall turn back on him. 19 Then he shall turn his face toward the
fortress of his own land; but he shall stumble and fall, and not be found. 20
“There shall arise in his place one who imposes taxes on the glorious kingdom; but
within a few days he shall be destroyed, but not in anger or in battle. 21 And in his
place shall arise a vile person, to whom they will not give the honor of royalty; but
he shall come in peaceably, and seize the kingdom by intrigue. 22 With the force
of a flood they shall be swept away from before him and be broken, and also the
prince of the covenant. 23 And after the league is made with him he shall act
deceitfully, for he shall come up and become strong with a small number of
people.

24 He shall enter peaceably, even into the richest places of the province; and he
shall do what his fathers have not done, nor his forefathers: he shall disperse
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among them the plunder, spoil, and riches; and he shall devise his plans against
the strongholds, but only for a time. 25 “He shall stir up his power and his courage
against the king of the South with a great army. And the king of the South shall be
stirred up to battle with a very great and mighty army; but he shall not stand, for
they shall devise plans against him. 26 Yes, those who eat of the portion of his
delicacies shall destroy him; his army shall be swept away, and many shall fall
down slain. 27 Both these kings’ hearts shall be bent on evil, and they shall speak
lies at the same table; but it shall not prosper, for the end will still be at the
appointed time. 28 While returning to his land with great riches, his heart shall be
moved against the holy covenant; so he shall do damage and return to his own
land.

The Northern King’s Blasphemies
29 “At the appointed time he shall return and go toward the south; but it shall not
be like the former or the latter. 30 For ships from Cyprus shall come against him;
therefore he shall be grieved, and return in rage against the holy covenant, and do
damage. “So he shall return and show regard for those who forsake the holy
covenant. 31 And forces shall be mustered by him, and they shall defile the
sanctuary fortress; then they shall take away the daily sacrifices, and place there
the abomination of desolation. 32 Those who do wickedly against the covenant he
shall corrupt with flattery; but the people who know their God shall be strong,
and carry out great exploits. 33 And those of the people who understand shall
instruct many; yet for many days they shall fall by sword and flame, by captivity
and plundering. 34 Now when they fall, they shall be aided with a little help; but
many shall join with them by intrigue. 35 And some of those of understanding
shall fall, to refine them, purify them, and make them white, until the time of the
end; because it is still for the appointed time. 36 “Then the king shall do according
to his own will: he shall exalt and magnify himself above every god, shall speak
blasphemies against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the wrath has been
accomplished; for what has been determined shall be done. 37 He shall regard
neither the God of his fathers nor the desire of women, nor regard any god; for he
shall exalt himself above them all. 38 But in their place he shall honor a god of
fortresses; and a god which his fathers did not know he shall honor with gold and
silver, with precious stones and pleasant things.

39 Thus he shall act against the strongest fortresses with a foreign god, which he
shall acknowledge, and advance its glory; and he shall cause them to rule over
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many, and divide the land for gain.

The Northern King’s Conquests
40 “At the time of the end the king of the South shall attack him; and the king of
the North shall come against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, horsemen, and
with many ships; and he shall enter the countries, overwhelm them, and pass
through. 41 He shall also enter the Glorious Land, and many countries shall be
overthrown; but these shall escape from his hand: Edom, Moab, and the
prominent people of Ammon. 42 He shall stretch out his hand against the
countries, and the land of Egypt shall not escape. 43 He shall have power over the
treasures of gold and silver, and over all the precious things of Egypt; also the
Libyans and Ethiopians shall follow at his heels. 44 But news from the east and the
north shall trouble him; therefore he shall go out with great fury to destroy and
annihilate many. 45 And he shall plant the tents of his palace between the seas
and the glorious holy mountain; yet he shall come to his end, and no one will help
him.

Prayer: Lord may we keep our mind on things from up above and not things of
this world such as fame, pride, lewdness and money. Amen.
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"Whether or not physical wandering and travel is involved, the implication is
that attempts to understand the truth will require considerable effort."

Daniel 12 Overview: Even though Daniel and his people did not understand this
book"s prophecies as well as we do, simply because we have seen many of them
fulfilled, these predictions did comfort them. They reassured them that Yahweh
would ultimately deliver Israel from the hostile Gentiles, and thus fulfill His
covenant promises.

Focus Verse: Daniel 12:10 Many shall be purified, made white, and
refined, but the wicked shall do wickedly; and none of the wicked shall
understand, but the wise shall understand.

Daniel 12 New King James Version
Prophecy of the End Time
1 “At that time Michael shall stand up, the great prince who stands watch over the
sons of your people; And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since
there was a nation, even to that time. And at that time your people shall be
delivered, every one who is found written in the book.2 And many of those who
sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, some to shame
and everlasting contempt.3 Those who are wise shall shine Like the brightness of
the firmament, and those who turn many to righteousness like the stars forever
and ever.4 “But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until the time of
the end; many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.”5 Then I, Daniel,
looked; and there stood two others, one on this riverbank and the other on that
riverbank. 6 And one said to the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters
of the river, “How long shall the fulfillment of these wonders be?”7 Then I heard
the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, when he held up
his right hand and his left hand to heaven, and swore by Him who lives forever,
that it shall be for a time, times, and half a time; and when the power of the holy
people has been completely shattered, all these things shall be finished.8
Although I heard, I did not understand. Then I said, “My lord, what shall be the
end of these things?” 9 And he said, “Go your way, Daniel, for the words are
closed up and sealed till the time of the end.

10 Many shall be purified, made white, and refined, but the wicked shall do
wickedly; and none of the wicked shall understand, but the wise shall
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understand.11 “And from the time that the daily sacrifice is taken away, and the
abomination of desolation is set up, there shall be one thousand two hundred and
ninety days. 12 Blessed is he who waits, and comes to the one thousand three
hundred and thirty-five days. 13 “But you, go your way till the end; for you shall
rest, and will arise to your inheritance at the end of the days.”

Prayer: Lord thank you for your Word. Thank you for your Grace and Mercy.
Without it we would not be here and able to live with you in eternity. Amen

( )Sunday ( )Monday ( )Tuesday ( )Wednesday ( )Thursday ( )Friday ( )Saturday
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Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God. Corrie Ten Boom.

Psalm 34 Overview: “His praise shall continually be in my mouth” - God is not the
author of our praise, but the object because of the perfection of His nature. We
need to determine in our heart to praise God all the time whether in trouble or
prosperity.  We have decided to follow Jesus, no turning back, no turning back.

Focus Verse: Psalm 34:15 The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, And
His ears are open to their cry.

Psalm 34 New King James Version
The Happiness of Those Who Trust in God
A Psalm of David when he pretended madness before Abimelech, who drove him
away, and he departed.
1 I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 2
My soul shall make its boast in the Lord; The humble shall hear of it and be glad. 3
Oh, magnify the Lord with me, And let us exalt His name together. 4 I sought the
Lord, and He heard me, And delivered me from all my fears. 5 They looked to Him
and were radiant, And their faces were not ashamed. 6 This poor man cried out,
and the Lord heard him, And saved him out of all his troubles. 7 The angel of the
Lord encamps all around those who fear Him, And delivers them. 8 Oh, taste and
see that the Lord is good; Blessed is the man who trusts in Him! 9 Oh, fear the
Lord, you His saints! There is no want to those who fear Him. 10 The young lions
lack and suffer hunger; But those who seek the Lord shall not lack any good thing.
11 Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 12 Who
is the man who desires life, And loves many days, that he may see good? 13 Keep
your tongue from evil, And your lips from speaking deceit. 14 Depart from evil and
do good; Seek peace and pursue it. 15 The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous,
And His ears are open to their cry. 16 The face of the Lord is against those who do
evil, To cut off the remembrance of them from the earth. 17 The righteous cry out,
and the Lord hears, And delivers them out of all their troubles. 18 The Lord is
near to those who have a broken heart, And saves such as have a contrite spirit.
19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous, But the Lord delivers him out of them
all. 20 He guards all his bones; Not one of them is broken.
21 Evil shall slay the wicked, And those who hate the righteous shall be
condemned. 22 The Lord redeems the soul of His servants, And none of those
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who trust in Him shall be condemned.

Prayer:Lord, may we praise you with our words and our actions. When we do,
you will bless us and protect us, and our lives will be a message of your love and
grace to others.  Amen
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"Worry does not empty tomorrow of its sorrows; it empties today of its
strength." - Corrie Ten Boom

Ecclesiastes 3 Overview: Everything that happens in our life is in God’s timing.
Even throughout history. People were born in God’s timing for His reasons and
purposes: Abraham, Moses, Noah, even Jesus, to carry out His plans. There is
timing even for our birth to carry out what He wills for us today.

Focus Verse:and also that every man should eat and drink and enjoy the
good of all his labor—it is the gift of God.

Ecclesiastes 3 New King James Version
Everything Has Its Time
1 To everything there is a season, A time for every purpose under heaven: 2 A
time to be born, And a time to die; A time to plant, And a time to pluck what is
planted; 3 A time to kill, And a time to heal; A time to break down, And a time to
build up; 4 A time to weep, And a time to laugh; A time to mourn, And a time to
dance; 5 A time to cast away stones, And a time to gather stones; A time to
embrace, And a time to refrain from embracing; 6 A time to gain, And a time to
lose; A time to keep, And a time to throw away; 7 A time to tear, And a time to
sew; A time to keep silence, And a time to speak; 8 A time to love, And a time to
hate; A time of war, And a time of peace.

The God-Given Task
9 What profit has the worker from that in which he labors? 10 I have seen the
God-given task with which the sons of men are to be occupied. 11 He has made
everything beautiful in its time. Also He has put eternity in their hearts, except
that no one can find out the work that God does from beginning to end. 12 I know
that nothing is better for them than to rejoice, and to do good in their lives, 13
and also that every man should eat and drink and enjoy the good of all his
labor—it is the gift of God. 14 I know that whatever God does, It shall be forever.
Nothing can be added to it, And nothing taken from it. God does it, that men
should fear before Him. 15 That which is has already been, And what is to be has
already been; And God requires an account of what is past.

Injustice Seems to Prevail
16 Moreover I saw under the sun: In the place of judgment, Wickedness was there; And in the
place of righteousness, Iniquity was there. 17 I said in my heart, “God shall judge the righteous
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and the wicked, For there is a time there for every purpose and for every work.” 18 I said in my
heart, “Concerning the condition of the sons of men, God tests them, that they may see that
they themselves are like animals.” 19 For what happens to the sons of men also happens to
animals; one thing befalls them: as one dies, so dies the other. Surely, they all have one breath;
man has no advantage over animals, for all is vanity. 20 All go to one place: all are from the
dust, and all return to dust. 21 Who knows the spirit of the sons of men, which goes upward,
and the spirit of the animal, which goes down to the earth? 22 So I perceived that nothing

is better than that a man should rejoice in his own works, for that is his heritage.

For who can bring him to see what will happen after him?

( )Sunday ( )Monday ( )Tuesday ( )Wednesday ( )Thursday ( )Friday ( )Saturday

NOTES

CHAPTER SUMMARY FORM

CHAPTER

96



1. CAPTION (TITLE)

2. CONTENTS

3. CHIEF PEOPLE

4. CHOICE VERSE

5. CRUCIAL WORDS

6. CHALLENGES ( Difficulties I need to study)

7. CROSS-REFERENCES

8. CHRIST SEEN

9. CENTRAL LESSONS

10. CONCLUSION (Personal application)

THOUGHTS… INSIGHTS… What is the Lord saying to me?
September 5-11, 2021 (Living in the Light)

"God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in Him” - John Piper

97



1 John 1 Overview: It is difficult to describe something we have seen with our

own eyes to someone who has not seen it for themselves. John attempts to

provide perspective to the life of Jesus and his personal, intimate experiences with

the Lord...a hard task! John was labeled, “The one whom Jesus loved”, the one

who laid his head against the chest of Jesus as he taught, the one whom Jesus, as

he hung on the cross, asked to take care of his mother when he was gone, yet he

did not attempt to paint himself as someone special or important. He admitted he

was just an ordinary person in need of God’s mercy. John went on to get down

where we all live. He said we ALL sin...we all mess up! We profess to be walking in

God’s light but we sometimes wander in darkness. If we deny that fact we are

lying to ourselves...and calling God himself a liar! But! If we will simply confess! If

we will simply go to God and ask for forgiveness he is so willing to wipe the slate

clean! What an amazing privilege!

Focus Verse 1 John 1:4 And these things we write to you that your joy may

be full.

1 John 1 New King James Version

What Was Heard, Seen, and Touched

1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen

with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled,

concerning the Word of life— 2 the life was manifested, and we have seen, and

bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and

was manifested to us— 3 that which we have seen and heard we declare to you,

that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the

Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 4 And these things we write to you that your

joy may be full.

Fellowship with Him and One Another

5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God

is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with
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Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in

the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood

of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we

deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful

and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we

say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.

Prayer: Jesus, I thank You that God is light and without darkness. When I confess

my sins You are faithful and just to forgive me and cleanse me from all

unrighteousness. Amen.
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1 John 2 Overview: John starts out by stripping away all pretense of being a

“Christian”. He asks several questions for us to perform self-analysis as to whether

or not we really are a Christian: Are we really trying to do what he wants us to?

Am I living as Jesus did? Do I dislike my fellow man? (Then I am NOT a Christian)

Do you love the things of this world? (If so then you do not love God) John goes

on to warn us that the last days are coming and the anti-Christ is working in the

world. John also reminds us of what the function of the Holy Ghost is in our lives:

It helps us discern between truth and falsehood. It will teach us all that we need

to know lastly, John instructs us to keep on believing so we will live in happy

fellowship with the Lord for eternity!

Focus Verse 1 John 2:10 He who loves his brother abides in the light, and

there is no cause for stumbling in him.

1 John 2 New King James Version

The Test of Knowing Christ

1 My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if

anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2

And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for

the whole world.

The Test of Knowing Him

3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. 4 He

who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the

truth is not in him. 5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is

perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him. 6 He who says he abides in

Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked.

7 Brethren, I write no new commandment to you, but an old commandment

which you have had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which

you heard from the beginning. 8 Again, a new commandment I write to you, which

thing is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away, and the true
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light is already shining. 9 He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in

darkness until now. 10 He who loves his brother abides in the light, and there is no

cause for stumbling in him. 11 But he who hates his brother is in darkness and

walks in darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness

has blinded his eyes.

Their Spiritual State

12 I write to you, little children, Because your sins are forgiven you for His name’s

sake. 13 I write to you, fathers, Because you have known Him who is from the

beginning. I write to you, young men, Because you have overcome the wicked

one. I write to you, little children, Because you have known the Father. 14 I have

written to you, fathers, Because you have known Him who is from the beginning. I

have written to you, young men, Because you are strong, and the word of God

abides in you, And you have overcome the wicked one.

Do Not Love the World

15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the

love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the

flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the

world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the

will of God abides forever.

Deceptions of the Last Hour

18 Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is

coming, even now many antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the

last hour. 19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been

of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be

made manifest, that none of them were of us.

20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things. 21 I

have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you

know it, and that no lie is of the truth. 22 Who is a liar but he who denies that

Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist who denies the Father and the Son. 23
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Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father either; he who acknowledges

the Son has the Father also.

Let Truth Abide in You

24 Therefore let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what

you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in

the Father. 25 And this is the promise that He has promised us—eternal life. 26

These things I have written to you concerning those who try to deceive you. 27

But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do

not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you

concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you

will abide in Him.

The Children of God

28 And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have

confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming. 29 If you know that He

is righteous, you know that everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him.

Prayer: Lord, may I show myself as a Christian to love and obey You. I am not to

love the world. I will be alert to Antichrist’s deceiving ways. Amen.
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1 John 3 Overview: John continues in chapter 3 to hold our toes to the fire and try

to cause us to strip away any facade we may have in place and look at the brutal

facts. It doesn’t matter what we call ourselves, Christian or otherwise...what we

DO identifies who we are...and who our Daddy is. He says clearly that those who

are God’s children will try to stay pure because Christ is pure, while those who

keep on sinning are against God. If we stay close to Him we won’t keep on sinning

and conversely, those who keep on sinning do so because they have never really

known Him or become His. Now he does NOT say that Christians do not sin, he

says we do not make a practice of sinning.If we live selfish lives and ignore our

brother’s and sisters' needs, we are like Cain who killed his brother! We need to

follow our true Father and take on his attributes!

Focus Verse 1 john 3:14 We know that we have passed from death to life,

because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in

death.

1 John 3 New King James Version

The Command to Love

1 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be

called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not

know Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been

revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like

Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope in Him

purifies himself, just as He is pure.

Sin and the Child of God

4 Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. 5 And

you know that He was manifested to take away our sins, and in Him there is no

sin. 6 Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor
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known Him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices

righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous. 8 He who sins is of the devil, for

the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was

manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 9 Whoever has been

born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because

he has been born of God.

The Imperative of Love

10 In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever

does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love his

brother. 11 For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we

should love one another, 12 not as Cain who was of the wicked one and murdered

his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his works were evil and his

brother’s righteous. 13 Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you. 14 We

know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He

who does not love his brother abides in death. 15 Whoever hates his brother is a

murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.

The Outworking of Love

16 By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought

to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17 But whoever has this world’s goods, and

sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of

God abide in him? 18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in

deed and in truth. 19 And by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall

assure our hearts before Him. 20 For if our heart condemns us, God is greater

than our heart, and knows all things. 21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn

us, we have confidence toward God. 22 And whatever we ask we receive from

Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing

in His sight. 23 And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name

of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He gave us commandment.

The Spirit of Truth and the Spirit of Error

24 Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And by

this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us.
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Prayer: Jesus, may I always remember that all sins are against the will of God.

Let my love for others be shown through action. Amen.
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one deep exhale of God on this earth? For we are but a vapor and we have to

make it count. We’re on. Direct us, Lord, and get us on our feet." - Beth Moore
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1 John 4 Overview: John’s advice is extremely appropriate in today's world. There

are many voices claiming many things. He begins by cautioning us to weigh the

words of people by running them through the filter of how they identify Jesus

Christ. If they don’t give Jesus his proper place as God becomes flesh, then ignore

everything else they say as they will lead us astray. The bulk of this chapter deals

with love, the importance of it and the essence of it, in fact he declares that “God

is love”. It is very easy to tell if someone has God in their lives by the presence, or

absence, of love. John instructs us to “practice” loving our brother. Even though

God is love and we are his children, we need to intentionally purpose to love each

other, because let’s face it, each of us do things which can make us hard to love.

“Perfect love casts out all fear”. An easy litmus test for dealing with people and

situations is to run it through the fear vs. love test. If there is love present...there

will be no fear! If you are fearful...something is wrong.

Focus Verse 1 John 4:7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God;

and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.

1 John 4 New King James Version

Love for God and One Another

1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of

God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you

know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in

the flesh is of God, 3 and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has

come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you

have heard was coming, and is now already in the world. 4 You are of God, little

children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he

who is in the world.

5 They are of the world. Therefore they speak as of the world, and the world hears

them. 6 We are of God. He who knows God hears us; he who is not of God does

not hear us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

Knowing God Through Love
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7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is

born of God and knows God. 8 He who does not love does not know God, for God

is love. 9 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His

only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. 10 In this is

love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the

propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one

another.

Seeing God Through Love

12 No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and

His love has been perfected in us. 13 By this we know that we abide in Him, and

He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify

that the Father has sent the Son as Savior of the world. 15 Whoever confesses

that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16 And we have

known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides

in love abides in God, and God in him.

The Consummation of Love

17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the

day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in

love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who

fears has not been made perfect in love. 19 We love Him because He first loved

us.

Obedience by Faith

20 If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who

does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has

not seen? 21 And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God

must love his brother also.

Payer:Lord, the way I test the spirits is that every spirit that confesses that Jesus

Christ is come in the flesh is of God. May I always remember that God is love.

Amen.

( )Sunday ( )Monday ( )Tuesday ( )Wednesday ( )Thursday ( )Friday ( )Saturday
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1 John 5 Overview: This whole chapter focuses on Jesus being the Son of God and

the importance of believing that! By believing that Jesus is the Son of God we can

overcome the world! He that believes Jesus is the Son of God has the witness of

God within him...the witness that the Son gives us eternal life! We must also

believe in the NAME of the Son of God. If we believe in him He will give us what

we ask for. By believing on the Son of God we receive supernatural understanding

John ends this chapter and his book by instructing us to keep ourselves from idols.

An idol in current times is really anything that comes between us and God. There

are many idols out there! Keep your focus on the Son!

Focus Verse: 1 John 5:4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world.

And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith.

1 John 5 New King James Version

Obedience by Faith

1 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who

loves Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him. 2 By this we know

that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His

commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments.

And His commandments are not burdensome. 4 For whatever is born of God

overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our

faith. 5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the

Son of God?

The Certainty of God’s Witness

6 This is He who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not only by water, but by

water and blood. And it is the Spirit who bears witness, because the Spirit is truth.

7 For there are three that bear witness in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the

Holy Spirit; and these three are one. 8 And there are three that bear witness on

earth: the Spirit, the water, and the blood; and these three agree as one.

9 If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater; for this is the

witness of God which He has testified of His Son. 10 He who believes in the Son of

God has the witness in himself; he who does not believe God has made Him a liar,

because he has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son. 11 And

this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.
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12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not

have life. 13 These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son

of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue

to believe in the name of the Son of God.

Confidence and Compassion in Prayer

14 Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything

according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us, whatever

we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him. 16 If

anyone sees his brother sinning a sin which does not lead to death, he will ask,

and He will give him life for those who commit sin not leading to death. There is

sin leading to death. I do not say that he should pray about that. 17 All

unrighteousness is sin, and there is sin not leading to death. Knowing the

True—Rejecting the False 18 We know that whoever is born of God does not sin;

but he who has been born of God keeps himself, and the wicked one does not

touch him. 19 We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the

sway of the wicked one. 20 And we know that the Son of God has come and has

given us an understanding, that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him

who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life. 21 Little

children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.

Prayer: Jesus, loving God requires obedience. I thank you that you hear and

answer prayer. May I always remember that sin is contrary to the family of God.

Amen.
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We are never closer to God than when trials come upon us.

Charles R. Swindoll

Psalm 118 Overview: The author is not writing this chapter in good times, but in
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terrible adversity, surrounded by the enemy. Yet this chapter both starts and ends

with the same verse, giving thanks and praise to God: “Give thanks to the Lord, for

He is good, His love endures forever.”

Focus Verse: Psalms 118:24 This is the day the Lord has made; We will

rejoice and be glad in it.

Psalm 118 New King James Version

Praise to God for His Everlasting Mercy

1 Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever.

2 Let Israel now say, “His mercy endures forever.”

3 Let the house of Aaron now say, b“His mercy endures forever.”

4 Let those who fear the Lord now say, “His mercy endures forever.”

5 I called on the Lord in distress; The Lord answered me and set me in a broad

place.

6 The Lord is on my side; I will not fear. What can man do to me?

7 The Lord is for me among those who help me; Therefore I shall see my desire on

those who hate me.

8 It is better to trust in the Lord Than to put confidence in man.

9 It is better to trust in the LordThan to put confidence in princes.

10 All nations surrounded me, But in the name of the Lord I will destroy them.

11 They surrounded me, Yes, they surrounded me; But in the name of the Lord I

will destroy them.

12 They surrounded me like bees; They were quenched like a fire of thorns; For in

the name of the Lord I will destroy them.

13 You pushed me violently, that I might fall, But the Lord helped me.

14 The Lord is my strength and song, And He has become my salvation.

15 The voice of rejoicing and salvation Is in the tents of the righteous; The right

hand of the Lord does valiantly.

16 The right hand of the Lord is exalted; The right hand of the Lord does valiantly.

17 I shall not die, but live,And declare the works of the Lord.

18 The Lord has chastened me severely, But He has not given me over to death.
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19 Open to me the gates of righteousness; I will go through them, And I will praise

the Lord.

20 This is the gate of the Lord, Through which the righteous shall enter.

21 I will praise You, For You have answered me, And have become my salvation.

22 The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone.

23 This was the Lord’s doing; It is marvelous in our eyes.

24 This is the day the Lord has made; We will rejoice and be glad in it.

25 Save now, I pray, O Lord; O Lord, I pray, send now prosperity.

26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! We have blessed you from

the house of the Lord.

27 God is the Lord, And He has given us light; Bind the sacrifice with cords to the

horns of the altar.

28 You are my God, and I will praise You; You are my God, I will exalt You.

29 Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever.

Prayer: God may I rejoice and be glad in each day You give me. Thank you for

your everlasting mercy. Amen.
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THOUGHTS… INSIGHTS… What is the Lord saying to me?
October 17-23, 2021 David leads Israel in returning the Ark of God to Jerusalem

God is in charge, and he will always be in charge. Jimmy Davis

1 Chronicles 15 Overview: David brings the ark to Jerusalem and a tent had been

pitched in preparation. Only the Levites were to carry the ark. David is being

careful to do it God’s way because there had been significant problems in the past
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with this effort.

Focus Verse: 1 Chronicles 15:14So the priests and the Levites sanctified

themselves to bring up the ark of the Lord God of Israel. 15 And the

children of the Levites bore the ark of God on their shoulders, by its poles,

as Moses had commanded according to the word of the Lord.

1 Chronicles 15 New King James Version

The Ark Brought to Jerusalem

1 David built houses for himself in the City of David; and he prepared a place for

the ark of God, and pitched a tent for it. 2 Then David said, “No one may carry the

ark of God but the Levites, for the Lord has chosen them to carry the ark of God

and to minister before Him forever.” 3 And David gathered all Israel together at

Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the Lord to its place, which he had prepared for

it. 4 Then David assembled the children of Aaron and the Levites: 5 of the sons of

Kohath, Uriel the chief, and one hundred and twenty of his brethren; 6 of the sons

of Merari, Asaiah the chief, and two hundred and twenty of his brethren; 7 of the

sons of Gershom, Joel the chief, and one hundred and thirty of his brethren; 8 of

the sons of Elizaphan, Shemaiah the chief, and two hundred of his brethren; 9 of

the sons of Hebron, Eliel the chief, and eighty of his brethren; 10 of the sons of

Uzziel, Amminadab the chief, and one hundred and twelve of his brethren. 11

And David called for Zadok and Abiathar the priests, and for the Levites: for Uriel,

Asaiah, Joel, Shemaiah, Eliel, and Amminadab. 12 He said to them, “You are the

heads of the fathers’ houses of the Levites; sanctify yourselves, you and your

brethren, that you may bring up the ark of the Lord God of Israel to the place I

have prepared for it.

13 For because you did not do it the first time, the Lord our God broke out against

us, because we did not consult Him about the proper order.” 14 So the priests and

the Levites sanctified themselves to bring up the ark of the Lord God of Israel. 15

And the children of the Levites bore the ark of God on their shoulders, by its

poles, as Moses had commanded according to the word of the Lord. 16 Then

David spoke to the leaders of the Levites to appoint their brethren to be the

singers accompanied by instruments of music, stringed instruments, harps, and
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cymbals, by raising the voice with resounding joy. 17 So the Levites appointed

Heman the son of Joel; and of his brethren, Asaph the son of Berechiah; and of

their brethren, the sons of Merari, Ethan the son of Kushaiah; 18 and with them

their brethren of the second rank: Zechariah, Ben, Jaaziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel,

Unni, Eliab, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattithiah, Elipheleh, Mikneiah, Obed-Edom, and

Jeiel, the gatekeepers; 19 the singers, Heman, Asaph, and Ethan, were to sound

the cymbals of bronze; 20 Zechariah, Aziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab,

Maaseiah, and Benaiah, with strings according to Alamoth; 21 Mattithiah,

Elipheleh, Mikneiah, Obed-Edom, Jeiel, and Azaziah, to direct with harps on the

Sheminith; 22 Chenaniah, leader of the Levites, was instructor in charge of the

music, because he was skillful; 23 Berechiah and Elkanah were doorkeepers for

the ark; 24 Shebaniah, Joshaphat, Nethanel, Amasai, Zechariah, Benaiah, and

Eliezer, the priests, were to blow the trumpets before the ark of God; and

Obed-Edom and Jehiah, doorkeepers for the ark. 25 So David, the elders of Israel,

and the captains over thousands went to bring up the ark of the covenant of the

Lord from the house of Obed-Edom with joy. 26 And so it was, when God helped

the Levites who bore the ark of the covenant of the Lord, that they offered seven

bulls and seven rams. 27 David was clothed with a robe of fine linen, as were all

the Levites who bore the ark, the singers, and Chenaniah the music master with

the singers. David also wore a linen ephod. 28 Thus all Israel brought up the ark of

the covenant of the Lord with shouting and with the sound of the horn, with

trumpets and with cymbals, making music with stringed instruments and harps.

29 And it happened, as the ark of the covenant of the Lord came to the City of

David, that Michal, Saul’s daughter, looked through a window and saw King David

whirling and playing music; and she despised him in her heart.

Prayer: Lord, I thank you that David led Israel in returning the Ark of God to

Jerusalem with music and great rejoicing. Amen.
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3. CHIEF PEOPLE

4. CHOICE VERSE
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6. CHALLENGES ( Difficulties I need to study)
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8. CHRIST SEEN

9. CENTRAL LESSONS

10. CONCLUSION (Personal application)

THOUGHTS… INSIGHTS… What is the Lord saying to me?
October 24-30, 2021 The call of the Holy Spirit should be heeded today

I pray that you would find comfort in the truth of God’s word. Kristin N. Spencer

Hebrews 3 Overview: Jesus is our heavenly High Priest. Understanding who we

are in light of what He did is essential for a healthy Christian life. It keeps us from

the same depths of discouragement the Hebrew christians faced. This should
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bless and encourage us to press on even through times of difficulty and trial.

Focus Verse: Hebrews 3:15 while it is said: “Today, if you will hear His

voice, Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.”

Hebrews 3 New King James Version

The Son Was Faithful

1 Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle

and High Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus, 2 who was faithful to Him who

appointed Him, as Moses also was faithful in all His house. 3 For this One has been

counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as He who built the house

has more honor than the house. 4 For every house is built by someone, but He

who built all things is God. 5 And Moses indeed was faithful in all His house as a

servant, for a testimony of those things which would be spoken afterward, 6 but

Christ as a Son over His own house, whose house we are if we hold fast the

confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end. Be Faithful 7 Therefore,

as the Holy Spirit says: “Today, if you will hear His voice, 8 Do not harden your

hearts as in the rebellion, In the day of trial in the wilderness, 9 Where your

fathers tested Me, tried Me, And saw My works forty years. 10 Therefore I was

angry with that generation, And said, ‘They always go astray in their heart, And

they have not known My ways.’ 11 So I swore in My wrath, ‘They shall not enter

My rest.’ ” 12 Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of

unbelief in departing from the living God; 13 but exhort one another daily, while it

is called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. 14

For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our

confidence steadfast to the end, 15 while it is said: “Today, if you will hear His

voice, Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.”

Failure of the Wilderness Wanderers

16 For who, having heard, rebelled? Indeed, was it not all who came out of Egypt,

led by Moses? 17 Now with whom was He angry forty years? Was it not with

those who sinned, whose corpses fell in the wilderness? 18 And to whom did He

swear that they would not enter His rest, but to those who did not obey? 19 So

we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief.
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Prayer: Jesus thank you for your peace that surpases all understandiing. Thank

you for your sacrifice on the cross for a sinner like me.
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3. CHIEF PEOPLE

4. CHOICE VERSE

5. CRUCIAL WORDS

6. CHALLENGES ( Difficulties I need to study)

7. CROSS-REFERENCES

8. CHRIST SEEN

9. CENTRAL LESSONS

10. CONCLUSION (Personal application)

THOUGHTS… INSIGHTS… What is the Lord saying to me?
October 31-November 6, 2021 Habakkuk complains of God’s dealings

“God is constantly on the move. I cannot stay where I am and follow God at the

same time; Responding requires movement.”  Margaret Feinberg

Habakkuk 3 Overview: Known as the prophet’s prayer, Habakkuk prayed for

revival. He knew how God once worked and how His people responded and he
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wanted to see that again. Revival is a work of God, not an achievement of man.

We need to cry out to God and plead for His reviving work.

Focus Verse: Habakkuk 3:15 You walked through the sea with Your horses,

Through the heap of great waters.

Habakkuk 3 New King James Version

The Prophet’s Prayer

1 A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, on Shigionoth. 2 O Lord, I have heard Your

speech and was afraid; O Lord, revive Your work in the midst of the years! In the

midst of the years make it known; In wrath remember mercy. 3 God came from

Teman, The Holy One from Mount Paran. Selah His glory covered the heavens,

And the earth was full of His praise. 4 His brightness was like the light; He had rays

flashing from His hand, And there His power was hidden. 5 Before Him went

pestilence, And fever followed at His feet. 6 He stood and measured the earth; He

looked and startled the nations. And the everlasting mountains were scattered,

The perpetual hills bowed. His ways are everlasting. 7 I saw the tents of Cushan in

affliction; The curtains of the land of Midian trembled. 8 O Lord, were You

displeased with the rivers, Was Your anger against the rivers, Was Your wrath

against the sea, That You rode on Your horses, Your chariots of salvation? 9 Your

bow was made quite ready; Oaths were sworn over Your arrows. Selah You

divided the earth with rivers. 10 The mountains saw You and trembled; The

overflowing of the water passed by. The deep uttered its voice, And lifted its

hands on high. 11 The sun and moon stood still in their habitation; At the light of

Your arrows they went, At the shining of Your glittering spear. 12 You marched

through the land in indignation; You trampled the nations in anger.

13 You went forth for the salvation of Your people, For salvation with Your

Anointed. You struck the head from the house of the wicked, By laying bare from

foundation to neck. Selah 14 You thrust through with his own arrows The head of

his villages. They came out like a whirlwind to scatter me; Their rejoicing was like

feasting on the poor in secret. 15 You walked through the sea with Your horses,

Through the heap of great waters. 16 When I heard, my body trembled; My lips

quivered at the voice; Rottenness entered my bones; And I trembled in myself,

126



That I might rest in the day of trouble. When he comes up to the people, He will

invade them with his troops.

A Hymn of Faith

17 Though the fig tree may not blossom, Nor fruit be on the vines; Though the

labor of the olive may fail, And the fields yield no food; Though the flock may be

cut off from the fold, And there be no herd in the stalls— 18 Yet I will rejoice in the

Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation. 19 The Lord God is my strength; He will

make my feet like deer’s feet, And He will make me walk on my high hills.

Prayer:Lord, in this chapter the prophet Habakkuk is praying to you. I thank you

that you are the Creator of all and Your power and glory are shown throughout

the world.  Thank you for Your great mercy.  Amen.
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3. CHIEF PEOPLE

4. CHOICE VERSE

5. CRUCIAL WORDS

6. CHALLENGES ( Difficulties I need to study)

7. CROSS-REFERENCES

8. CHRIST SEEN

9. CENTRAL LESSONS

10. CONCLUSION (Personal application)

THOUGHTS… INSIGHTS… What is the Lord saying to me?
November 7-13, 2021 A Respected Offering

In this chapter we have both the world and the church in Adam’s  family,

and a specimen and state of both in all ages (Wesley’s notes)

Genesis 4 Outline: Eve had two sons. Cain and Abel. Cain was a tiller of the

ground and Abel was a keeper of sheep. Cain brought an offering of the fruit of
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the ground and Abel brought the firstborn of the flock and of their fat as an

offering. Cain became angry when the Lord did not respect Cain’s offering. Cain

was having a conversation with his brother and Cain killed Abel. The Lord asked

“Where is Abel your brother?” Cain answered, “I do not know. Am I my brother’s

keeper?” Cain went out from the presence of the Lord. Eve again bore a son and

named him Seth, “For God has appointed another seed for me instead of Abel,

whom Cain killed.”

Focus Verse: Genesis 4:9 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is Abel your

brother?” He said, “I do not know. Am I my brother’s keeper?”

Genesis 4 New King James Version

Cain Murders Abel

1 Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, and said, “I

have acquired a man from the Lord.” 2 Then she bore again, this time his brother

Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. 3 And

in the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought an offering of the fruit of

the ground to the Lord. 4 Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of

their fat. And the Lord respected Abel and his offering, 5 but He did not respect

Cain and his offering. And Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell. 6 So the

Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? 7 If

you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the

door. And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it.” 8 Now Cain talked with

Abel his brother; and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose

up against Abel his brother and killed him. 9 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is

Abel your brother?” He said, “I do not know. Am I my brother’s keeper?”

10 And He said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood cries out

to Me from the ground. 11 So now you are cursed from the earth, which has

opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 12 When you

till the ground, it shall no longer yield its strength to you. A fugitive and a

vagabond you shall be on the earth.” 13 And Cain said to the Lord, “My

punishment is greater than I can bear! 14 Surely You have driven me out this day

from the face of the ground; I shall be hidden from Your face; I shall be a fugitive

129



and a vagabond on the earth, and it will happen that anyone who finds me will kill

me.” 15 And the Lord said to him, “Therefore, whoever kills Cain, vengeance shall

be taken on him sevenfold.” And the Lord set a mark on Cain, lest anyone finding

him should kill him.

The Family of Cain

16 Then Cain went out from the presence of the Lord and dwelt in the land of Nod

on the east of Eden. 17 And Cain knew his wife, and she conceived and bore

Enoch. And he built a city, and called the name of the city after the name of his

son—Enoch. 18 To Enoch was born Irad; and Irad begot Mehujael, and Mehujael

begot Methushael, and Methushael begot Lamech. 19 Then Lamech took for

himself two wives: the name of one was Adah, and the name of the second was

Zillah. 20 And Adah bore Jabal. He was the father of those who dwell in tents and

have livestock. 21 His brother’s name was Jubal. He was the father of all those

who play the harp and flute. 22 And as for Zillah, she also bore Tubal-Cain, an

instructor of every craftsman in bronze and iron. And the sister of Tubal-Cain was

Naamah. 23 Then Lamech said to his wives: “Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;

Wives of Lamech, listen to my speech! For I have killed a man for wounding me,

Even a young man for hurting me. 24 If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, Then

Lamech seventy-sevenfold.”

A New Son

25 And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and named him Seth, “For

God has appointed another seed for me instead of Abel, whom Cain killed.” 26

And as for Seth, to him also a son was born; and he named him Enosh. Then men

began to call on the name of the Lord.

Prayer: Lord, let me be aware of the offerings I bring to you. Let my tithes and

offerings be welcoming to You. If you do not care for my offerings Lord, please

bring this to my attention so that I may become aware of the situation and

change the way you want me to change.

( )Sunday ( )Monday ( )Tuesday ( )Wednesday ( )Thursday ( )Friday ( )Saturday

130



NOTES

CHAPTER SUMMARY FORM

CHAPTER

1. CAPTION (TITLE)

2. CONTENTS

131



3. CHIEF PEOPLE

4. CHOICE VERSE

5. CRUCIAL WORDS

6. CHALLENGES ( Difficulties I need to study)

7. CROSS-REFERENCES

8. CHRIST SEEN

9. CENTRAL LESSONS

10. CONCLUSION (Personal application)

THOUGHTS… INSIGHTS… What is the Lord saying to me?
November 14-20, 2021 Timothy is warned against false teachers

We should seek to know all God will speak to our hearts. Jim Richards

1 Timothy 1 Overview: Timothy wanted to leave Ephesus. Paul writes a letter

encouraging him to fight for the faith, and to be used as a letter of reference to

the Ephesian Christians. The encouragement was to stay in Ephesus and make

sure that sound doctrine was taught. Doctrine is important to God and should be
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also, to His people.

Focus Verse: 1 Timothy 1:15 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all

acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom

I am chief.

1 Timothy 1 New King James Version

Greeting

1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, by the commandment of God our Savior and the

Lord Jesus Christ, our hope, 2 To Timothy, a true son in the faith: Grace, mercy,

and peace from God our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord.

No Other Doctrine

3 As I urged you when I went into Macedonia—remain in Ephesus that you may

charge some that they teach no other doctrine, 4 nor give heed to fables and

endless genealogies, which cause disputes rather than godly edification which is in

faith. 5 Now the purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart, from a

good conscience, and from sincere faith, 6 from which some, having strayed, have

turned aside to idle talk, 7 desiring to be teachers of the law, understanding

neither what they say nor the things which they affirm. 8 But we know that the

law is good if one uses it lawfully, 9 knowing this: that the law is not made for a

righteous person, but for the lawless and insubordinate, for the ungodly and for

sinners, for the unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of

mothers, for manslayers, 10 for fornicators, for sodomites, for kidnappers, for

liars, for perjurers, and if there is any other thing that is contrary to sound

doctrine, 11 according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God which was

committed to my trust.

Glory to God for His Grace

12 And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He counted me

faithful, putting me into the ministry, 13 although I was formerly a blasphemer, a

persecutor, and an insolent man; but I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly

in unbelief. 14 And the grace of our Lord was exceedingly abundant, with faith and

love which are in Christ Jesus. 15 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all
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acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am

chief. 16 However, for this reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ

might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe on

Him for everlasting life. 17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God

who alone is wise, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

Fight the Good Fight

18 This charge I commit to you, son Timothy, according to the prophecies

previously made concerning you, that by them you may wage the good warfare,

19 having faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected, concerning

the faith have suffered shipwreck, 20 of whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander,

whom I delivered to Satan that they may learn not to blaspheme.

Prayer: Jesus, help us reject false teaching and remain true to your Holy Word.

Thank you that you are Holy and worthy of all praise. Amen.
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3. CHIEF PEOPLE

4. CHOICE VERSE

5. CRUCIAL WORDS

6. CHALLENGES ( Difficulties I need to study)

7. CROSS-REFERENCES

8. CHRIST SEEN

9. CENTRAL LESSONS

10. CONCLUSION (Personal application)

THOUGHTS… INSIGHTS… What is the Lord saying to me?
November 21-27, 2021 God’s servant-rejected, suffers, dies

“God is looking for those with whom he can do the impossible - what a pity that

we plan only the things that we can do by ourselves.” A. W. Tozer

Isaiah 53 Overview: In this context of the Messiah’s suffering and agony, this line

seems out of place. The “arm of the Lord” is a picture of His strength, power and
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might. Yet we will see a Messiah weak and suffering. But the strength, power,

and might of God will be expressed in the midst of this suffering, seemingly weak

Messiah.

Focus Verse: Isaiah 53:5 But He was wounded for our transgressions,

He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was

upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed.

Isaiah 53 New King James Version

The Sin-Bearing Messiah

1 Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been

revealed? 2 For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, And as a root out

of dry ground. He has no form or comeliness; And when we see Him, There is no

beauty that we should desire Him. 3 He is despised and rejected by men, A Man of

sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He

was despised, and we did not esteem Him. 4 Surely He has borne our griefs And

carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted.

5 But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities;

The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed.

6 All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way;

And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed and He was

afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And

as a sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth. 8 He was

taken from prison and from judgment, And who will declare His generation? For

He was cut off from the land of the living; For the transgressions of My people He

was stricken.

9 And they made His grave with the wicked— But with the rich at His death,

Because He had done no violence, Nor was any deceit in His mouth. 10 Yet it

pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When You make His soul

an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, And the

pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand. 11 He shall see the labor of His

soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many,

For He shall bear their iniquities. 12 Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the
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great, And He shall divide the spoil with the strong, Because He poured out His

soul unto death, And He was numbered with the transgressors, And He bore the

sin of many, And made intercession for the transgressors.

Prayer: Lord, Please help me to allow you to direct all aspects of my life so that I

will be a witness to others who need you.  AMEN
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3. CHIEF PEOPLE

4. CHOICE VERSE
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7. CROSS-REFERENCES

8. CHRIST SEEN

9. CENTRAL LESSONS

10. CONCLUSION (Personal application)

THOUGHTS… INSIGHTS… What is the Lord saying to me?
November 28-December 4, 2021 Unwise Conduct

Last week I read an article about two christian organizations involved in
smuggling bibles behind the iron curtain.  They are now suing with libel action
damages.  I could not help but wonder if they had spent any time reading the

Bibles they smuggle, where Paul says this kind of thing among believers is very
definitely wrong.  (Ray Stedman, Authentic Christianity)
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1 Corinthians 6 Overview: Christians suing each other. Petty lawsuits. Heathen
courts hear grievances.  Paul chastises the brethren. Their behavior is appalling.
Ungodly judges should not resolve lawsuits. Church's reputation at risk.
Imperative the Church settles complaints. One day will judge the world and angels
Brethren bear their wrongs and cut losses. Selfish actions speak of sinful pasts.

Now saved by grace. Sanctity of the human body. Restrain natural impulses, shun

fornication. Trespass against the body. Disgraceful. God's Temple. Blood-bought

by Jesus Christ.  Glorify God in body.

Focus Verse: 1 Corinthians 6:18Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a

man does is outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins

against his own body.

1 Corinthians 6 New King James Version

Do Not Sue the Brethren

1 Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law before the

unrighteous, and not before the saints? 2 Do you not know that the saints will

judge the world? And if the world will be judged by you, are you unworthy to

judge the smallest matters? 3 Do you not know that we shall judge angels? How

much more, things that pertain to this life? 4 If then you have judgments

concerning things pertaining to this life, do you appoint those who are least

esteemed by the church to judge? 5 I say this to your shame. Is it so, that there is

not a wise man among you, not even one, who will be able to judge between his

brethren? 6 But brother goes to law against brother, and that before unbelievers!

7 Now therefore, it is already an utter failure for you that you go to law against

one another. Why do you not rather accept wrong? Why do you not rather let

yourselves be cheated? 8 No, you yourselves do wrong and cheat, and you do

these things to your brethren!

9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do

not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor

homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor

revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some

of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in

the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.
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Glorify God in Body and Spirit

12 All things are lawful for me, but all things are not helpful. All things are lawful

for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any. 13 Foods for the

stomach and the stomach for foods, but God will destroy both it and them. Now

the body is not for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.

14 And God both raised up the Lord and will also raise us up by His power. 15 Do

you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the

members of Christ and make them members of a harlot? Certainly not! 16 Or do

you not know that he who is joined to a harlot is one body with her? For “the

two,” He says, “shall become one flesh.” 17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one

spirit with Him. 18 Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the

body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body. 19 Or do

you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom

you have from God, and you are not your own? 20 For you were bought at a price;

therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.

PRAYER: Jesus, knowing that people are watching me, help me to always be

conscientious of my actions.
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THOUGHTS… INSIGHTS… What is the Lord saying to me?
December 5-11, 2021 Character Building

A wise man will hear and will increase learning; and a man of understanding

shall attain wise counsel and the interpretation to understand a proverb.

(John Greenleaf Whittier)
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Proverbs 1 Overview: Developing a righteous lifestyle. Different seasons of life.

Instructions and examples. Righteous living. Respect God. Trust and follow Him.

Beginning of knowledge. Honor parents, pay attention to their teachings. Don't

reject or forget lessons. Don't socialize with evil. Reasons to avoid these are

Destructive, Costly and Deadly. Seek Godly Wisdom. Attributes are, a.)Corrects

b.)Protects c.)Directs d.)Trustworthy e.)Gives peace, Refusal has severe

consequences .

Focus Verse: Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of

knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and instruction.

Proverbs 1 New King James Version

The Beginning of Knowledge

1 The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel: 2 To know wisdom and

instruction, To perceive the words of understanding, 3 To receive the instruction of

wisdom, Justice, judgment, and equity; 4 To give prudence to the simple, To the

young man knowledge and discretion— 5 A wise man will hear and increase

learning, And a man of understanding will attain wise counsel, 6 To understand a

proverb and an enigma, The words of the wise and their riddles. 7 The fear of the

Lord is the beginning of knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and instruction.

Shun Evil Counsel

8 My son, hear the instruction of your father, And do not forsake the law of your

mother; 9 For they will be a graceful ornament on your head, And chains about

your neck. 10 My son, if sinners entice you, Do not consent. 11 If they say, “Come

with us, Let us lie in wait to shed blood; Let us lurk secretly for the innocent

without cause;

12 Let us swallow them alive like Sheol, And whole, like those who go down to the

Pit; 13 We shall find all kinds of precious possessions, We shall fill our houses with

spoil; 14 Cast in your lot among us, Let us all have one purse”— 15 My son, do not

walk in the way with them, Keep your foot from their path; 16 For their feet run to

evil, And they make haste to shed blood. 17 Surely, in vain the net is spread In the

sight of any bird; 18 But they lie in wait for their own blood, They lurk secretly for
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their own lives. 19 So are the ways of everyone who is greedy for gain; It takes

away the life of its owners.

The Call of Wisdom

20 Wisdom calls aloud outside; She raises her voice in the open squares. 21 She

cries out in the chief concourses, At the openings of the gates in the city She

speaks her words: 22 “How long, you simple ones, will you love simplicity? For

scorners delight in their scorning, And fools hate knowledge. 23 Turn at my

rebuke; Surely I will pour out my spirit on you; I will make my words known to you.

24 Because I have called and you refused, I have stretched out my hand and no

one regarded, 25 Because you disdained all my counsel, And would have none of

my rebuke, 26 I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your terror

comes, 27 When your terror comes like a storm, And your destruction comes like a

whirlwind, When distress and anguish come upon you. 28 “Then they will call on

me, but I will not answer; They will seek me diligently, but they will not find me.

29 Because they hated knowledge And did not choose the fear of the Lord, 30

They would have none of my counsel And despised my every rebuke. 31 Therefore

they shall eat the fruit of their own way, And be filled to the full with their own

fancies. 32 For the turning away of the simple will slay them, And the

complacency of fools will destroy them; 33 But whoever listens to me will dwell

safely, And will be secure, without fear of evil.”

PRAYER: Thank you, Lord, for instructions and examples on developing a

righteous lifestyle. Thank you for a lifestyle I can attain through Your Word, and

one with eternal benefits.
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THOUGHTS… INSIGHTS… What is the Lord saying to me
December 12-18, 2021 The Authority

“He died not for men, but for each man.
If each man had been the only man made, He would have done no less.”

― C.S. Lewis

Matthew 5 Overview: The Beatitudes. Blessed people. Eight characteristics
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present blessings with promised future blessings. Discipleship, Salt, Proclaim the

Gospel to the world. Light shows forth God's holiness and goodness. The Law and

the Prophets. Jesus' fulfillment and explanations. Guard the heart and mind.

Law includes sinful thoughts, Anger, Self-control and lethal words are

dangerous. Without cause potential to escalate. Reconciliation is vital. Adultery,

lustful thoughts. Restrain corrupt glances, justification for divorce, man-made

promises, Profane ones, vain, sinful ones and Perfect ones. Retaliation, Revenge is

forbidden. Respect God, have Forgiveness and Love all people.

Focus Verse: Matthew 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they

may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.

Matthew 5 New King James Version

The Beatitudes

1 And seeing the multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when He was seated

His disciples came to Him. 2 Then He opened His mouth and taught them, saying:

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven 4 Blessed are

those who mourn, For they shall be comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek, For they

shall inherit the earth. 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for

righteousness, For they shall be filled. 7 Blessed are the merciful, For they shall

obtain mercy. 8 Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God. 9 Blessed are

the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God. 10 Blessed are those who

are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11

Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil

against you falsely for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is

your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Believers Are Salt and Light

13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be

seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled

underfoot by men. 14 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill

cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a

lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine

before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.
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Christ Fulfills the Law

17 “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to

destroy but to fulfill. 18 For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away,

one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled. 19

Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches

men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and

teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I say to

you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and

Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.

Murder Begins in the Heart

21 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder, and

whoever murders will be in danger of the judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that

whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the

judgment. And whoever says to his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the

council. But whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be in danger of hell fire. 23 Therefore if

you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has

something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way.

First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25 Agree

with your adversary quickly, while you are on the way with him, lest your

adversary deliver you to the judge, the judge hand you over to the officer, and you

be thrown into prison. 26 Assuredly, I say to you, you will by no means get out of

there till you have paid the last penny.

Adultery in the Heart

27 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not commit

adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has

already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you

to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of

your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell. 30 And if your

right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you; for it is more profitable
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for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into

hell.

Marriage Is Sacred and Binding

31 “Furthermore it has been said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a

certificate of divorce.’ 32 But I say to you that whoever divorces his wife for any

reason except sexual immorality causes her to commit adultery; and whoever

marries a woman who is divorced commits adultery.

Jesus Forbids Oaths

33 “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear

falsely, but shall perform your oaths to the Lord.’ 34 But I say to you, do not swear

at all: neither by heaven, for it is God’s throne; 35 nor by the earth, for it is His

footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36 Nor shall you

swear by your head, because you cannot make one hair white or black. 37 But let

your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No.’ For whatever is more than these is from the

evil one.

Go the Second Mile

38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ 39

But I tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on your right

cheek, turn the other to him also. 40 If anyone wants to sue you and take away

your tunic, let him have your cloak also. 41 And whoever compels you to go one

mile, go with him two. 42 Give to him who asks you, and from him who wants to

borrow from you do not turn away.

Love Your Enemies

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your

enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do

good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and

persecute you, 45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes

His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the

unjust. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even

147



the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet your brethren only, what do

you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so? 48 Therefore you

shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.

PRAYER: Jesus, let not my shortcomings discourage me but motivate me to keep

following You.
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THOUGHTS… INSIGHTS… What is the Lord saying to me?
December 19-25, 2021 David fear not, strength cometh from the Lord

“Your potential is the sum of the possibilities God has for your life.

Charles Stanley

Psalm 27 Overview: There is such a marked change between the first and second

half of this Psalm that many suggest that it was two different Psalms stitched

together. Alexander Maclaren said this idea “has much in its favor” but it neglects
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how the experience of the man or woman of God can change so much even with a

day or a song.

Focus Verse: Psalm 27:1The Lord is my light and my salvation; Whom shall

I fear? The Lord is the strength of my life; Of whom shall I be afraid?

Psalm 27 New King James Version

An Exuberant Declaration of Faith

A Psalm of David.

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I fear? The Lord is the

strength of my life; Of whom shall I be afraid? 2 When the wicked came against

me To eat up my flesh, My enemies and foes, They stumbled and fell. 3 Though an

army may encamp against me, My heart shall not fear; Though war may rise

against me, In this I will be confident. 4 One thing I have desired of the Lord, That

will I seek: That I may dwell in the house of the Lord All the days of my life, To

behold the beauty of the Lord, And to inquire in His temple. 5 For in the time of

trouble He shall hide me in His pavilion; In the secret place of His tabernacle He

shall hide me; He shall set me high upon a rock. 6 And now my head shall be

lifted up above my enemies all around me; Therefore I will offer sacrifices of joy in

His tabernacle; I will sing, yes, I will sing praises to the Lord. 7 Hear, O Lord, when

I cry with my voice! Have mercy also upon me, and answer me. 8 When You said,

“Seek My face,” My heart said to You, “Your face, Lord, I will seek.” 9 Do not hide

Your face from me; Do not turn Your servant away in anger; You have been my

help; Do not leave me nor forsake me, O God of my salvation. 10 When my father

and my mother forsake me, Then the Lord will take care of me.

11 Teach me Your way, O Lord, And lead me in a smooth path, because of my

enemies. 12 Do not deliver me to the will of my adversaries; For false witnesses

have risen against me, And such as breathe out violence. 13 I would have lost

heart, unless I had believed That I would see the goodness of the Lord In the land

of the living. 14 Wait on the Lord; Be of good courage, And He shall strengthen

your heart; Wait, I say, on the Lord!

150



Prayer: Lord, may I pray the words of this Psalm.”The Lord is my light and my

salvation.” Nat you be merciful and answer my prayers. Amen.
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3. CHIEF PEOPLE

4. CHOICE VERSE

5. CRUCIAL WORDS

6. CHALLENGES ( Difficulties I need to study)

7. CROSS-REFERENCES

8. CHRIST SEEN

9. CENTRAL LESSONS

10. CONCLUSION (Personal application)

THOUGHTS… INSIGHTS… What is the Lord saying to me?
December 26-January 1, 2022 Valley of the dry bones

“Being a Christian is more than just an instantaneous conversion; It is like a daily

process whereby you grow to be more and more like Christ.” Billy Graham

Ezekiel 37 Overview: In the valley of dry bones none of the dead had a proper

burial and the bones were scattered all over. God commanded Ezekiel to speak to
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the bones. God caused them to breathe again, bring flesh upon the bones, and

skins on the flesh, and made the dry bones live. This is also the message of the

cross, of Jesus and His sacrifice. In 1 Cor 1:18 it was considered foolishness to

those who were perishing...but yet we live.  We are alive!!!

Focus Verse: Ezekiel 37:4 Again He said to me, “Prophesy to these bones,

and say to them, ‘O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord!

Ezekiel 37 New King James Version

The Dry Bones Live

1 The hand of the Lord came upon me and brought me out in the Spirit of the

Lord, and set me down in the midst of the valley; and it was full of bones. 2 Then

He caused me to pass by them all around, and behold, there were very many in

the open valley; and indeed they were very dry. 3 And He said to me, “Son of man,

can these bones live?” So I answered, “O Lord God, You know.” 4 Again He said to

me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them, ‘O dry bones, hear the word of

the Lord! 5 Thus says the Lord God to these bones: “Surely I will cause breath to

enter into you, and you shall live. 6 I will put sinews on you and bring flesh upon

you, cover you with skin and put breath in you; and you shall live. Then you shall

know that I am the Lord.” ’ ” 7 So I prophesied as I was commanded; and as I

prophesied, there was a noise, and suddenly a rattling; and the bones came

together, bone to bone. 8 Indeed, as I looked, the sinews and the flesh came upon

them, and the skin covered them over; but there was no breath in them. 9 Also He

said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath,

‘Thus says the Lord God: “Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on

these slain, that they may live.” ’ ”

10 So I prophesied as He commanded me, and breath came into them, and they

lived, and stood upon their feet, an exceedingly great army. 11 Then He said to

me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They indeed say, ‘Our

bones are dry, our hope is lost, and we ourselves are cut off!’ 12 Therefore

prophesy and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God: “Behold, O My people, I will

open your graves and cause you to come up from your graves, and bring you into

the land of Israel. 13 Then you shall know that I am the Lord, when I have opened
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your graves, O My people, and brought you up from your graves. 14 I will put My

Spirit in you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you

shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken it and performed it,” says the Lord.’ ”

One Kingdom, One King

15 Again the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 16 “As for you, son of man,

take a stick for yourself and write on it: ‘For Judah and for the children of Israel,

his companions.’ Then take another stick and write on it, ‘For Joseph, the stick of

Ephraim, and for all the house of Israel, his companions.’ 17 Then join them one to

another for yourself into one stick, and they will become one in your hand. 18

“And when the children of your people speak to you, saying, ‘Will you not show us

what you mean by these?’— 19 say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God: “Surely I

will take the stick of Joseph, which is in the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of

Israel, his companions; and I will join them with it, with the stick of Judah, and

make them one stick, and they will be one in My hand.” ’ 20 And the sticks on

which you write will be in your hand before their eyes. 21 “Then say to them,

‘Thus says the Lord God: “Surely I will take the children of Israel from among the

nations, wherever they have gone, and will gather them from every side and bring

them into their own land; 22 and I will make them one nation in the land, on the

mountains of Israel; and one king shall be king over them all; they shall no longer

be two nations, nor shall they ever be divided into two kingdoms again. 23 They

shall not defile themselves anymore with their idols, nor with their detestable

things, nor with any of their transgressions; but I will deliver them from all their

dwelling places in which they have sinned, and will cleanse them. Then they shall

be My people, and I will be their God.

24 “David My servant shall be king over them, and they shall all have one

shepherd; they shall also walk in My judgments and observe My statutes, and do

them. 25 Then they shall dwell in the land that I have given to Jacob My servant,

where your fathers dwelt; and they shall dwell there, they, their children, and

their children’s children, forever; and My servant David shall be their prince

forever. 26 Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with them, and it shall be an

everlasting covenant with them; I will establish them and multiply them, and I will
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set My sanctuary in their midst forevermore. 27 My tabernacle also shall be with

them; indeed I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 28 The nations also

will know that I, the Lord, sanctify Israel, when My sanctuary is in their midst

forevermore.” ’ ”

Prayer: God, as you made the dry bones of the Isrealites alive, may you make me

a witness of Jesus to others and bring them into Your kingdom. Amen
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